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Generous Gentlemen, 
Hat I preſume to 
prefix your great 
Name to (o mean 
a Book, proceeds not from 
any confidence I have of 
its value ; but from the 
nature of the Diſcourſe, 
which your excellent Pro= 
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The Epiſtle 
fefpon 1s ſo much concern= 
ed in. For IT muſt ſay, 
that ſince I could under= 
ſtand the Debate, I have 
thought their opinion , 
who maintain the Periud 
of every mans Life to 
be unalterably fixed by 
an abſolute Decree, does 
endanger your Profeſſion 
ſo much, that the truth 
is, if it be true, you 
may ſeck out ſome new 
world for your prattice 
for here you ſhould be 
only like the Tdol=Gods, 

who 


| 


Dedicatory. 


' who could neither do good. 


nor ell. 

This the excellent 
Jo. Beverovicius 414 
prudently foreſee, and 
partly endeavoured to fa= 
tisfie both himſelf and o= 
thers, by asking the ad= 
vice of the Learned men 
of his age. 

But that the Period 
of Humane Life may 
be both extended and 
ſbortned, common expe= 
rrence does ſufficiently at= 


teſt, How many have 


A 4 been 


The Epiſtle 
been hurried to their 
Graves by the unskul= 
fulneſs of Empericks; 
and are there not multi= 
tudes alſo that can wit= 


neſs, you have been ( un= 


der God) the cauſe their 
L ves have been prolong= 
ed, 

Gentlemen, I know 
you can expect no Pana= 
gyrick from ſuch an 
unfit perſon as I acknow- 
leds my ſelf to be. And 
methinks I alſo hear all 
men ſay, that that 1s a 

buſi= 


_—_ 
yY . 
2 C1 ”— mu_ 


—v- ——  — — — — —— — — — — 


— — + 


Dedicatory. 
buſineſs only for a F35- 
mer to perform. If ; 
meanneſs of this Preſ' +: 
be cenſured by ſome, yet 

I know you are more gte= 
nerous than to do (0; efpe= 
crally fince the beſtowing 
of a more valuable and 
ſignal evidence 0 ji reſpert, 

-; 


1s only impeded by the n= 
ability of, 


Eonourcd Gentlemen, 


Your moſt devoted 
Servant, AR. E. 


—_— 
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Reader, 

HE following Diſcourſe is 
of ſo (mall bulk, that a Pre- 

face 1iy ſeem as needleſs and 
ridiculous as an Index. In ſome 
few hours it may be peruſed, and 
then both the deſizn of the Au-. 
thor and of the Book may be 
known, It may be thou deſireſt 
to know, whar was the occaſion 
of the following Diſcourſe. But 
T know not if I be obliged to an- 
fewer this and ſuch like idle queſtt- 
_ ons; yet to |ſilisfie thy curicſty, 
tnew, that the Author was un- 
happily engaged to converſe with 
a ſoctety of men, who frequently 
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Acbated this and [ich like gneries ; 
and moſily he was cppoſed by the 
greater part, as MAMm”dimmg an 
7:21relonable poſiizon. Whether 
their charge be true or falſe, « a 
this better determined by others 
unconcrerned, than either by them 
or mc. T know very well their 
clamorous calummes and re- 
proaches, which fince I cannot 
Jhun, T ſhall endeavour to flight, 
as indeed unworthy to be regard- 
ed. 
1f men of good conſideration dt 
' Like any thing in the diſcourſe, I 
promiſe them, upon Information I 
ſhall either endeavour to ſatisfie 
them,or to reſt ſatisfied with what 
they ſay. Nay further, if there 
be any Line in 2t inconſiſtent with 
Piety and Religion, freely rejett 
zt; for I perſwade thee ( if the 
Author knew any ſuch ) he would 
burn the Book for its ſake. 
But I hope upon trial there ſhall 
be 
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be found no huſh nction an it to 
offend the moſt - ſqueamfh conſcr- 
ence. Tor the ceprmen I bares ve- 
netted 1s, im my judgment 11con- 
fiſtent <v11h the Divine Gooaneſs 
and Ficlmeſs, repugnint to the 
freedern of Ei:imane Nature, and 
deſtrnttive of ail Irwful means 
for the preſervation of a mans bife. 
I bite us that ſcntement 1 embrace, 
begets in mens minds, noble and 
genercus Concepticns lo promae 
yeal Piety and Religion, and io 
Shun al! manner of wickedueſs and 
antemperance ; ipn the account 
that *Pety is the means to proton 
our lives, and wickedneſs the a_ 
of cur ſport Ives, And that this rs 
no cheat or deluftion, the wiſcſt of 
men has left upen record, Prov. 11. 
19.As righteouſneſs tendeth to life 
ſo he that purſucth evil, purſuerh' 
it to his own death. 7/zs brings to 
my memory the Fſalmifis advice, 
with which Tjhall conclide ; What 


Man 
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man 1s he that dcſireth life, and 
loyeth many days, that he may 
ſee good ? Keep thy tongue from 
evil, and thy lips trom ſpeaking 


guile, Depart trom cvil, and do - 


good. Seck peace, and purſuc it, 
- But the wicked and deccerntul man 
| ſhall not live out halt his days, 
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Humane Life. 


Job  x11i3. 5, 6. 


Seeing his days are determined, 
the number of his months are 
with thee, that he cannot paſs. 

Turn from him, that he may reſt, 
till he ſhall accompliſh as an 
hireling his days. 


His excellent Book of 

Job repreſents to us a - 

plain and unqueſtion- - 

| able inſtance of the 
various ſucceſſes all humane acti- 
B ons 


2 Of the Perud 


ons are liable ro, and of the pro- 
miſcuous adminiſtration of Di- 
vine Providence to particular per- 
ſons. Here we may read of Job's 
happy and flouriſhing condition, 
that be was the greateſt »f all 
the men of the Eaſt. And of his 
low and afflicted ſtate, poor even 
to a Proyerb, and in a condition 
that only pleaded pity and com- 
paſſion; and how again the Lord 
bleſſed the latter end of -Job more 
than his beginning. 

From this various adminiſtra- 
tion of Providence, men have ta- 
ken occaſion to make divers in- 
ferences. The ſcoffing Arheiſt hath 
from thence wickedly concluded, 
the: God hath no care of humane 
affairs. 1f God ( ſay theſe ſcof- 
ters ) had any care of this world, 
he would never ſuffer thoſe men 
who have corrupted their 'ways 
by treachery and deceit, to prof- 
per and cnjoy an atiluence of all 


worldly 


ne ; 
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worldly delights ; whereas the 
vertuous and godly man, who 
takes heed to his ways, leit he 
ſin,and who throughout the whole 
courſe of his lite has carefully 
ſtudicd to keep a conſcience void of 
off ence towards God and man, is 
notwithſtanding a man of ſorrow, 
and acquainted with fi» as 
pron all the day long, and 
chaſtened every morning, and hath 
waters of a ful} Cup wrung out 
to him. It God (fay they) con- 


_ cerned himſelf with humane at- 


fairs, he would never ſuffer the 


A _ 


Tabernacles of Robbers to proſper, * 


and the houſe of the upright to 
be ruined and deſtroyed. 

This is withour all contradicti- 
on a great ſtumbling-block” and 
offence to the blind Atheiſt ; and 
hath even been a fad trial ro the 
beſt of Gods people. IV/herefore 
does the way of the wicked 

B 


prof- 
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proſper ? wherefore are all they 
happy that deal very treacherouſ- 
ly ? was a queſtion Jeremy could 
hardly ar firſt reſolve. And we 
find Job and the Prophet Hubbak- 
kuk very much puzled with it ; 
and thc Plulmift plainly confeſ- 
ſeth, that his feet were almoſt 
gone, and that hs ſteps had well 
nigh ſhipt, when be ſaw the proſ- 
perity of the wicked, Plal. 73. 
To ſec bad men proſpering in 
their wicked purpoſes and ns, a 
takings, and good men unſucceſs- 
ful and fruſtrated in their juſt at- 
tempts, has been none of the leaſt 
Topics .the Epicurean Atheiſts 
have made uſe of, in their exempr- 
ing this world from the Divine 
Rule and Dominion. It was this 
ſingle conſideration that made 
Cute ( who was once a Preacher 
-of Providence ; how orthodox, I 
\enquire not;) accuſe. the A 
| an 


of Humane Life. & 
and Government of the Gods, of 
inſtability and unjuſtneſs, that Cz- 
ſar who tyrannically invaded the. 
Rights of the Commonwealth of 
Rome, ſhould be ſucceſsful in fo 
unjuſt attempts ; and Pompey pur 
to the worſt, and overthrown in 
the lawful defence of his Coun- 
try : this ſtumbled him exceed- 
ingly. 'Tis-true, fome few of the 
learned and ſober Heathens did 
not thus raſhly tall foul upon Pro- 
vidence;; but very wiſely inferred 
the being of a future ſtate, where 
the vertuous ſhall be rewarded,and 
the vitious puniſhed .And thoſe 
holy men in Scripture, who did 
fret becauſe of the proſperity of 
the wicked,quickly perceived their 
folly and error, and that the wick- 
cd were only fed like” ſheep for 
the ſlaughter ; and as the Poct 
excellently expreſleth it , rollun- 
tur in altum ut - 2apſu graviore 
FRA. B 2 Tob's 
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Job's Friends, though they da 
not direaly fall -toul upon the 
Divine Providence, yet ut is cvi- 
dent they were ot- opinion, that 
God would never have afttitcd 
Job with ſuch ſad calamities, it 
he had been upright and ſincere. 
Remember ( faith Eliphaz ) who 
ever periſhed being mmocent ? or 
where were the righteous cut of ? 
ch. 4.7. Bland tells Job, If thou 
wert pure and upright, ſurely now 
he would awake or thee, ch.$.6. 
To both theſe Zophar ſucceeds, 
with a charge as grievous and bit- 
ter, For thou haſt ſaid, ”my Dottrine 
is pure, and I am clean in thine 
eyes : But O that God would ſpeak, 
and open his lips againſt thee, 
ch. 11. V. 4, 5. 

Theſe were the Cordials Job's 
Friends afforded him, while-as his 
afflicted condition pleaded - pity 

from his friends, Theſe accuſa- 
| | ti0ns 
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tions were heavy; but he ſaw 
ir was ncedlcſs to tell them, thar 
God might deſtroy the perfect as 
well as the wicked ; and altho 
he would not plead mot guz/ty, 
for then he confeſſeth h:s own 
lips ſhould prove bim perverſe ; 
yer he humbly conceived, that ir 
was a dangerous principle to con- 
clude love or hatred from any 

fuch outward diſpenſations. 
Therefore finding all his in- 
treaties rejected, and his plea's 
for his own defence lighted ; he 
is at length forced to beg their 
filence, deſiring far rather to plead 
his cauſe with his Maker, who 
could diſcern his ſincerity ; and 
therefore having ordered his cauſe, 
ch. 13.18. and taken an exact and 
accurate examination of his for- 
mer ways, he begins his plead- 
ings for a mitigation of his pre- 
fent calamity, from v. 23, which 
B 3 he 
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he continues .till interrupted: by 
Eliphas, ch. 15. and amongſt the 
many arguments he urgeth, that 
taken from the determined days, 
and unpaſiable bounds pretixed to 
men 15 not the ſmalleſt : Seezng hzs 
days are determined, the number 
of bis months are with thee ; 
thou haſt appointed his bounds 
that he cannot paſs. Turn from 
him that he may reſt, till he ſhall 
accompliſh as an hireling his day. 
Theſe words being the ground 
of the following Diſcourſe, it is 
but reaſonable 1 ſhould ſpend a 

little time in their explanation. 
Seezng his days are determi- 
ned, &c. The word which our 
Tranſlators render ſeezrg , is in 
the Original DR /f, which fomeEx- 
 poſitors think is uſed by way of 
query, thus, 1f bis days be deter- 
mMmed ? Bur the Context ſeems 
to warrant our Vulgar Tranſla- 
tion ; 
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of Humane Life. g 
tion, and there is no doubt, bur 
it is. very empharick ; for it con- 
tains an implicit. afiirmation, a 
phraſe very ordinary, when the 
thing for its certainty is confeſſed 
and. acknowledged. But ler us 
ſuppoſe, that the words ſhould be 
rendered by way of query, yet 
there are two doubts that mult 
be removed, elſe their quarrelling 
with our Tranſlation is vain and 
impertinent. 1. It ſeems to be 
very evident,that ir has then been 
a received opinion, that the days 
of men are determined ; elſe Job 


'had never made uſe of this argu- 


ment, in his pleadings for a cetſa- 
tion from trouble. 2. It Job had 
indeed doubred, that mans days 
were determined, it Was no wiſe 
nor rational plca, cſpecially fince 
he was pleading with God, who. 
knew whether it were ſo or not ; 
and fince he might have made uſc 

B 4 of 
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of indubitable Topicks. Bur 1 
paſs by this debate as trivial. 

Hzs days, &c. It is debated by 
ſome, why Job makes ule of the 
third perſon, and not of the firſt. 
The reaſon ſome give is this, be- 
cauſe the third perſon uſed for 
the firſt, denotes contempt and 
modeſty ; and therefore. Job in 
his low ſtate is pleaſed thus to 
abaſe himſcl, eſpecially ſince plea- 
ding with his Maker. Bur this 
conjecture is not tully fatisfacto- 
ry, for Job in ſeveral of his other 
pleas,makes uſe of the firſt perſon; 
which methinks he wonld nor 
have done, if he had made uſe of 
the third perſon upon the ac- 
count of the former conſiderati- 
on ; thercfore from the promiſcu- 
ous uſurparion of the perſons, we _ 
may eaſily conjecture, that when 
the argument he brings does in a 
more peculiar manner reach his 

| own 
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own private condition, then he 
makes uſe of the fir{t perſon : an 
inſtance of this we have <>. 13. 
23, 24, Sc. But now this argu- 
ment taken from the determined 
days, and unpaſſable bounds fer 
to men, is a general one, which 
all menas well as he might plead ; 
theretore he ſpeaketh in the third 
perſon, yet always eying his own 
condition. The like initance we 
find in the beginning of this Chap- 
ter, Man that zs born of a woman, 
is of few days, and full of trou- 
ble. Here he ſpeaks in the third 
perſon, and vor in the firſt; for 
ro be of few days,and full of trow- 
ble, is the character ot every man. 
Feww and evil (\ays Jacob to Pha- 
raoh ) have the days of the years 
of my life been, Gen. 47. 9. 
by ok determined, &c. This word 
in the Original properly ſtgniticth 
to dig, or cut thorow ; here it 1s 
ro 
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to be underſtgod metaphorically ; 
becauſeGod doth as.cxactly know 
the number of mens days, as if the 
moſt accurate ſearch were made. 
"Tis true,in all humane determina- 
rions,it is reaſonable that conltulta- 
. tion preceed. Some ſpace mult in- 
tervene betwixt their knowing of a 
thing and their determinations 
abont ir, I conftefs, it is diſputed, 
whether the Humane Will be of 
it ſelf a knowing faculty ?/or if it 
mult follow in its choice the dic- 
rates of the intellect ? IT will nor 
diſpute this now; bur there is truth 
in that general Maxim,z#gnors null; 
cup:do. But to fancy that there is 
any ſuch priority between the Di- 
vine knowledg and volition, is a 
groſs miſtake, irreconcilable with 
the Infinite andErernal perfeCtions 
. of God: who uno attu © zttu, (as 
they ſpeak) comprehendeth and 


willeth all turure Events. 
: The 
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The number of his Months -are 
with thee, ©c. This Phraſe holds 
our theſe two things : Fzyſt, the 
ExaCtneſs and Infiniteneſs of the 
Divine knowledg ; and Seconaly 
the Divine rule and dominion. 
Firſt, it holds out 'the Divine 
knowledg to be Infinite and Exact, 
The number of his months: are 
with thee. That is, thou art a God 
whoſe knowledg rceacheth the 

ſmalleſt portion of our time, even 
to months and days; thou alone 
knowelt all thoſe circumſtances ; 
and to know the particular portion 
of days allowed to. every man, 
does certainly require an infinite 
and exact knowledg. I will nor 


\ A 


curioutly enquire,what truth there 


is in the pretended diabolical pre- 
ditions of furure Events ; and 


whetherStar-gazers from the Con- 


junctions, -and contrary Aſpects 
of Celeſtial Bodies, can foretell 
| the 
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I the future number of the days 
ny - and months of terreſtial and in- 
fcriour Sublunary beings : a paſſ- | 
ing view of this I will have occa- 
ſion to take afterwards ; at pre- 7 
ſent we reſt ſatisfied with this; * 
that an cxa4 and comprehenſive : 
knowledg of our days and months, 
is only the prerogative of him : 
who holds our lives in being ; the , 
(09 10g knowledg any Creature 
aſteth of, is conjeCtural and 
uncertain, if not (as frequently 
it is) fititious, unleſs when the 
Divine wiſdom for ſome ſecrer,and 
ro us unknown ends, -reveals to 
his creatures fuch furure Events. 
But Secondly,the Phraſe holds out 
the Divine Rule and Dominion, . 
The number of his months are 
with thee : that is, they are in thy | 
power, thou may'ſt either prolong — 
or ſhorten the days of Men: ww. | 
I think the meaning of this _—_ 
yerſe 
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' verſe is comprehended under theſe 


two heads, which I ſhall after- 
wards diſcourſe of at more length. 

Thou haſt appornted his bounds, 
&c. Ir is not Fate or Fortune, but 
the wiſe God who appoints to c- 
very Man his time ; now the 
bounds ſet to Men may be conſti- 
dered under a two fold notion. 
—_ As it ſignifies that common 
and ordinary Period which the 
God of Nature has ſetled, which 


| Men by the common courſe of Na- 


rure may fulfill, if no accidental 


circumlitance hinder : and ir ſeems 


the Plalmiſt only underſtands this 
common term of Humane Life, 
Pſal. go. 1o. The days of our 


years are Threeſcore years and 


Tem, and if by reaſon of Strength 
they be foureſcore ; &c. or Second- 


ly, It may be underſtood in a more 


ſtrict ſenſe, as it'is raken for the 
laſt moment, of eyery WOO 
| an 
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and particular perſon; and of both 
theſe T1 ſhall more tully diſcourſe 
2\tcrwards and ſhow, that the 
words ſeem roretcr to the common 
term of Humane Lite ; or if they 
mean this particular term, in whar 

| ſenſe they :are ro be underſtood 
determined, appointed, &c. 

Thefe and \uch like condeſcend- 
ing Phraſes, have becn moſt un- 
happily uſed, and ſadly miſunder- | 
ſtood in the Schools. Some men no 
ſooner read-in Scripture of Gods, 
determining or appointing, but 
they inſtantly conclude a phyſical 
previous neceſſitating act, which 
zncvitablyand irrefiſtibly deter- 
mines Men : and this kind-of de- 
termination they plead for in all 
cafes : fo that Men: even in their 
vations actions are irreſiſtibly 
derermincd/xo do fo. - I know nv 
opinion which has tendered the : 
reformedChnrch more odious than 

; this : 
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| this : would to God 1 could ſay 
the Cenſure is cauſeleſs, and 
that 1 were forced to apolo- 
gize, tor ſaying our Divines have 
erred in this caſe, But alas the 
opinion 1s grown ſtrong, and not 
long ſince it was not much leſs 
than Hereſie to condemn it : and 
even to this day it is the ſtudy of 
ſome Teachers, to inſtill it into 
the hearts of their Hearers. } or 
the correCting of this ſowre opini- 
on, I ſhall have occaſion ro add 
ſome things in this following ail- 
courſe ; now I ſhall deſire it ro 
be conſidered, that while we ſpeak 
of the Divine determinations, ap- 
pointmenr, &c., we ſpeak of things 
our” knowledg cannor reach, rhe 
beſt conceprions we can frame 
to our ſelves ot the Divine voli- 
rions, are d2ngerous' and imper- 
fe; our capacities in this lapſed 
ſtate are more narrow than we are 
| aware 
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aware of : and altho they were 
raiſed to a higher pitch, yet we 
can never comprehend his way 
of working, who in all his ways 
is unſearchable. "Tis truly ſad to 
fee the contending World fo feri- 
. ous and reſtleſs in digging thoſe 
deeps that are untathomable ; ir 
wcre to be wiſthedtharMen did nor 
found their pretended knowledg 
of the Divine volitions, on the 
baſis of their own filly volitions 
and did not argue from what we 
find in our ſelves to be the fame 
in God. "Tis true the holy Spirit 
hath condeſcended to expreſs 
things ſuitable ro our Underſtand- 
ing & mean capacitics, therefore we 
read in Scripture of the Divine 
determinations, appointments, Sc. 
bur yer to abuſe ſuch condeſcend- 
ing expreſſions, and to imagine 
that there were really ſuch pur- 
poſes,and volitions in God as theſe 
we 
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we perecive in our ſelves: this 
were a hainous crime, pray let us 
ſatisfy our ſelves with this, that 
God in an eminent and tranſ(- 
cending manner doth theſe things, 
which we cannot do without will- 
ing, decreeing, Oc. 

That he cannot paſ(s, or as others 
render it, and he hall not paſs ; 
which Phraſe is not to be under- 
ſtood, as if the particular Period 
of cyery Mans lite were ſo fatally 
fixed that hc can neither ſhorten 
nor prolong ir, for this is contra- 
ry to many clear Texts of Scrip- 
rure, as ſhall afterwards tully ap- 
pear : but by this Phraſe, we are 
ro underſtand the common term 
of Humane Life, which is 
not mutable as the particular 
rerm is, and yet is not fo 
fixed, that it cannot be altered ; 
ſor God has ſtill reſerved in his 
own power the ſhortening and 
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prolonging of it. And further we 
muſt not apprehend that rhe par- 
ticular term of Humane Beings is 
ſo mutable, that God knows them 
nor, and cannot {oretel the pre 
ciſe Period of every mans lite, 
or that the Divine Counſc] con- 
cerning things Future is mutable ; 
no ſure, God has declared the 
contrary, 1 am God, and there 
zs none like mce, (ſaith the Al- 
mighty) decharing the End from 
- the Beginning, and from ancient 
time the things that are not yet 
done; ſaying, myCouſent muſt ſtand, 
and I will do all my pleaſure, Tſo. 
46. 9. Two things there be which 
occaſion men to change their pur- 
poſes and reſolutions. 1. 'Their 
want of Power to exccute them. 
2, thcir finite and ſhallow Know- 
ledg, which cannot forcſce thoſe 
furure circumitances which render 
their Deſigns ineffectual, Bur 

now 
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now there is no difficulty thar can 
poſe the Almighty; with him all 
things ave poſſible,it is theProphers 
argument, the Lord of Hoſts hath 
purpoſed, who ſhall diſanull it ? 


his hand 1s ſtretched out, and who 


hall turn it back ? T{a. 24. 17. And 


turther there is no circumſtance or 
condition thar lyes in the dark, 
and unſeen to him, whoſe know- 
ledg is infinite, and who equally 
comprehends things paſt, preſent 
and to come. * Therefore is it 
thar men cannot paſs theſe bounds 
prefixed by the Divine forcknow- 

ledg : Bur of this afterwards. 
Turn from him, &c. it is query- 
ed whether 7b here pctitioneth 
a withdrawing of Gods ſupport- 
ing preſence, and a ccſſation by 
dcath, or a ceſlation trom the 
affliction and trouble he lay un- 
der. There be three things that 
plead for 'the former Interpreta- 
C0 LION 
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tion. 1. Becauſe the word vn 
placed abiojutely, fignizcth to 
zccaſe by death, 1. Sam. 2.5. and 
""Fhey that were hungry ceaſed, 2. e. 
died. 2. Becauſe the ſupporting 
hand of Providence being remo- 
ved, men rcturn to the Dulit. Thou 
| budeſt thy face they are troubled, 
. thou takeit away therr Breath, 
they dye, and return to their duſt, 
Pſal. 104.29. 3.1Ir is not incon- 
ſiltent with Jobs former deſires, 
Chap. 3. and 6. Why died T not 
from the Womb? why aid Tl not 
give up the Ghoſt when I came 
ont of the belly ? for now ſhould I 
have lien | fill | and been | quiet ;| 
T fhonld have [ fleept, | th:n had I 
been at [reſt]: O that T mught 
have my regaey, ven "ihat it 
woutd pleaſe God to deſtroy me! 
Thar the phraſe can never ad- 
mir the former gloſs evidently 
appcars from the words immcdi- 
ately 
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ately following, for it Job had 
been pleading, for death, why is 
that reaſon added,/hat he might ac- 
complith his day ? It is only then 
a ceſſation from his grievous 
affliction that he fo carneſtly in- 
treateth; as if he had ſaid, Lord, 
thy. afflifting hand is heavie, and 
what am I bur weak duſt, not able 
to bear thy heavy Chaſtiſments ? 
my Soul 1s overburdenced with 
gricf, and wilt thou ſer thy tcr- 
rors betore me to afright me ?. 
hath nor poor man in this lapſed 
ſtate, Troops of miſcries attending 
him, from which he may expect 
no freedom till Mortality be 
ſwallowed up in Lite ? and are not 
his few days labour and ſorrow, 
pain ani aiHiCtion ? and wilt thou 
ro thoſe inſeparable evils,ſupcradd 
a burthen ot pain more gricyous 
and inſufferable? O do not mea- 
{:ire our ſo diſmal a Condition to 

C2 thy 
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thy filly Creature ! make me not 
rite obje&t of rhy dircful ven- 
geance, bur in the midſt of wrath 
remember mercy. Art thou nor 
Goodneſs it ſelf, and far more com- 
paſlionate than the molt tender pa- 
rent ? and ſhall it be ſaid thou haſt 
meaſured our ſo acute rorments 
to vex thy poor Creatures ? I con- 
fels Perfection 1s not the thing I 
picad; yet may not I ſay, it 1s 
not for my iniquity, nor for my 
{in, that thou haſt afficted me ? 
and Jer this Conſideration alſo. 
prevail with thee, rhat my unten- 
der friends ſadly miſtake thy de- 
gn in atticting me; they conclude 
it is tor ſome fecrert heinous crime, 
that thy judgments are upon 
me : O thar thou would(t turn 
from thy wrath, that I may enjoy 
ſome reſt, before I go whence I ſhall 

\ not return ? 
This phraſe turn from him, is + 
ſome- 
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ſomcrimes taken in a very bad 
ſenſe. Thus we find the wicked 
fadly characterized, as a people 
who dcſire God to deparr from 
them ; bur as it is uttcred by the 
people of God under the preſſure; | 
of attlictions, it implies no more , 
6 but a ſerious defire that God |... 
would be pleaſed ro remove that 
burden. Now in ſuch innocent 
petitions there appcareth no 
crime, for it is ccrtain, that 
aftiitions /mply coniidered, are 
grievous evcn to the beſt of Man- 
kind : there is no affhition (faith 
i the Apoſtle) for the preſent that 
. 7s joyons but grievous, "Tis true 
impatience under attiction is an 
exceſs which no excuſe wharſo- 
ever can pardon : there are ſome 
perſons of ſuch haſty complexi- 
ons,that they riſc in paſſion againſt. 
God it they meet with the leaft 
affliction ; juſt like that wretched 
C 4 man- 
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man who ſaid, this evil zs of the 
Lord why ſhould we wait any 
longer upon him? Bur thoſe petr- 
tions of the: Faithful in holy writ, 
altho at the firi! view they ſcem_ 
to be peremptory and abſolute, 

. yet they are truly qualified and 
ſubmiſive ; and art the moſt, only 
expreſs the harmleſs reſentments 
of innocent nature, that cannot 
bur expreis how contrary atHictt- 
ONS arc to it, 

That he may ret ; ut quieſcat (c. 
paululum, that his atHiction being 
removed he may yet enjoy a little 
ſpace to ſolace himſelf, rill he ac- 
compliſh his day. I will purpoſc- 
ly decline the anſwer of that 

;  querie, Whether it is Jawtul ro 
wiſh death when our condition is 
charged with a ſurpluſage of ca- 
lamity ; for the brevity I deſign 

FL will not ſuffer me to ſurvey the 

difficultics of that caſe, only in 
| the 
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the general I ſhall add two things. 
I. It the affliction be violenr,fierce, 
and ſeemingly durable, rendering 
us uncapable of exerciſing any 
duty ; 1 queſtion not but common 
reaſon will ſuggeſt ro cvery ſober 
man, that in that caſe Death 1s 
more eligible than Lite.Yer 2. ſince 
we are ' ignorant what God de- 
ſigns ro us, by ſending us ſuch 
attiifti-ons, it 15 our part t0 
ſubmit to the Lords will, and ſay, 
Good zs the will of the Lord. Thus 
altho we may comparatively and 
ſubmitiively with Death upon rhe 
account of ſome acute trials, yet 
ir1s never lawtul ro be perempro- 
ry and abſoJjute in ſuch deſires ; 
tor trequently the happy event 
makes men conclude that z7f was 
good for them they were afflifted. 

Reif, &c. Methinks the very 
ſound of this word 'is fall of ra- 
viſhing ſweetneſs and pleaſure,and. 

yet 
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yet to thoſe who are ſtated in 
a condition of Woe and Miſery, 
it 1s bitter and Harſh ; as the molt 
ravithing and pleaſant Muſick is . 
in the Ear of him who is fad: 
thoſe who never taſted rhe honey- 
comb, know not its ſweetneſs : 
the men who have been always 
drudges and fiaves, have no di- 
ſcerning what Liberty is; and thoſe 
who from thcir birth have been 
accuſtomed tro pain, know not 
their miſery ſo ſenſibly. Bur to 
have once cnjoyed bleilings,and on 
a ſudden to be deprived of them, 
not only the unexpected change, 
bur alſo their tormer happineſs, 

adds to rhcir miſery, and makes 
' their condition more unſufterable. 
It man had been creatcd to roil 
and labour, hzs eating of bread in 
the ſweat of his face, had been 
no curſe : but to have been placed 


in a bleſſed and happy ſtate, and 
by 
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by his folly ro be hurled into a 
ſtate of miſery and pain, that com- 
pleats his calamity , and makes 
him ſenſible, how miſerable a thing 
it 1$ to have been happy. 

\. This ſingle conſideration ſeems 
to add very much to Jobs miſery, 
| his condition was once more than 
ordinary happy ; and the amiſſion 
of the comtorts he formerly en- 
joyed, makes him pathetically cry 
out, O that T were as 11: months 
paſt , as in” the days when God 
preſerved ne; but now (as he 
ladly complains ) they that are 
wounger than T, have me 1 deri- 
Ac; ; ; 

If 7ob in this ſtate of woe had 
been perſwaded of the certain 
change of his condition, and that 
his latter end ſhould be more bleſſ- 
ed than his beginning, the expea- 
ed hopes of this had ſcrved to 
allay and mitigate his ſorrow, and 

to 
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to render his caſe ſhore ſufferable 
and caſic. It is the hops of reſt, 
that purs ſirengrh in the wearied 
traveller ; ir was the expected re- 
ward and aſſurance of a future 
blefſedneſs and berter reſurrection, 
Which made tholc Worthies Heb. 
11, ſo cheerfully undergo ſuffer- 
ing. What the happincis of the 
Saints relit is, I am not able to re- 
preſent, it being ſo far above any 
rhing we can in this impertect 
ſtare conceive or imagine. The ad- 
vantagcs that attend our preſent 
tranquillity and reſt, are many 
and great, which to cnumerate 
would beprolix and tedious : bur 
if from that, we ſhould frame to 
our ſcivcs an Idea of that Ce- 
leſtial Reſt, how imperfe&t would 
it be ? any Reſt we enjoy here, is 
uncertain : an unthought-of cau- 
faliry may impair ir, but the Reſt 
thar remains for the people of 
God 
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God is everlaſting, there is no tear 
of loſing it: Heaven is a place 
free from trouble, and there is 
nothing that can imbitter that 
pleaſanr itate. 

Philoſophers have a ſayin 
that the end of Motion 1s Reſt. 
this is indeed true of all thoſe 
motions and trials the ſcrvants of 
God meet with; the wav to the 
Kingdom is ſpread over with thiſt- 
les; thorow many tribulations 
we muſt enter into the Kingdom of 
Heawyen : but thoſe Waves of 
affliction will quickly over ; and 
when the day breaks, theſe 
ſhadows will flee away. This 
Winter will ſoon be paſt, and the 
finging of the Birds will come ; 
and Chriſtians, who by ſaith and 
patience continue in well- doing, 
ſhall cre be long be placed in 
thoſe manſions ot Reil, that are in 
Emaniels land. 

Alas, 
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Alas, how inſcnſible do we re- 
main under the enjoyment of our 
outward comtorts / when we are 
bleſſed with food, liberty and 
health, we are bur ſenſibly ſtupid 
and ignorant, what is the yaJue of 
thoſe mcrcies : but if hunger and 
want bcgin to pinch us, it our 
former hiberty be hedged in, it 
ſickneſs and pain ſeize upon us, 
then we begin to gather ſomc 
ſenſc, and we accuſe our ſelves 
for our ingratitude ro God. 

Till he ſhall accompliſh as an 
Hirehmg his day : tor the better 
underſtanding of this ſimilitude, 
I ſhall in four particulars compare 
the days ot man with the days 
of an Hierling, and in cach of 
them make application ro Jobs 
caſc. 1. The days of an Hierling, 
denotcs a time, ſet, pretixed and 
limited for the pertormance of 
ſome particular piece of ſervice F 

an 
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" and are not the days of man alſo 
allotted him for to do his maiters 
buſineſs? We were not born to 
be idle and negligent, ſure God 
had ſome greater deſign in the 
Creation of man than this : now 
this particular quadrates very well 
with Jobs caſe, and ſeems to 
make the meaning of Jobs words 
to run thus ; Lord, thou haſt gi- 
ven me a bcing, and appointed 
me a work to accompliſh : bur alas 
while I am thus excruciated with 
horror and pain, I am unfitted 
for thy ſervice, the ſurpluſage of 
© miſery meaſured our. to me, dil- 
inables me to go about thy work, 
be entreated therefore O mercitull 
father to turn from thy diſpleaſure, 
remove the preſent heavy calami- 
ty I am overburdened with ; that 
I may yer accompliſh the re- 
mainder of my time in thy work 
and ſervice. 2. This fer and fixed 

day 
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day of the Hireling is full of 
pain, labour and toil; he is (poor 
wretch) both late and carly at 
work, and fcldom has he any in- 
terwals of reſt, unleſs his maſter 
be more than ordinary gentle and 
benign ; and when he 1s thus in- 
dulged a jittle cafe, he muſt nor 
with the ſluggard ſay, O // hor 
effet Z160rare, he mult ro his work 
zgain, for upon this depends his 
payment ; no wages 1s the reſult 
of ner working ; and in ſome 
caſcs itripes and whipping is the 
Iruir of negligence. And what 
iS mans lite ? ar the belt ſtate it 
15 but ſorrow and trouble, till mor- 
rality be ſwallowed up in life. Our 
picatures ( upon which we put 
ihe higheſt value ) are cither pur- 
chafed, or accompanicd with pain 
and labour. It we be in a proſpe- 
rous ſtate, our minds are either 
eiſtrated with care to make ir 

more 
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' - more proſperous; or with fears 
puzled and perplexed, leſt it be 
overcleudcd, 48 if we be in a low 
and adverſe itate, we grieve and 
repine; nay knowledg, the moſt 
excellent of carthly pleaſures, is 
yet in the judgment of the wiſeſt 
of men, bur vexation of ſpirit ; 
for in much Wiſdom there 3s mich 
grief, and he that encreaſeth 
Knowleds encreaſeth Sorrow. The 
lite of man.is not unfitly compa- 
red to Ezekzels Roll, which was 
full of woes. If one miſery or 
woe paſſcth, behold another com- 
eth, as one wave ſucceeds ano- 
ther. And by all theſe calamities 
we may learn what an evil Sin is, 
the fruit of which are all thoſe 
calamiries we meet with; z# i/e 
ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou eat 
thy br ead til] thou return unto the 
ground, And upon this account 
7ob' may be ſuppoſed ro plead 
with God thus; Lord, is not my 
time 
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time at beſt bur lamentable and 
miſerable? and wilt thou ſuperadd 
to this incvitable miſery, a ſurplu- 
ſage of pain and affliction ? O dcal 
kindly with thy ſervant who is de- 
voted to thy fear, turn from me 
- that I may reſt tl T ſhall accom- 
liſh as an Hireling my day. 
hirdly, Trac it is that the Hire- 
lings day is but Labour and Pain; 
yet the brevity and ſhortnefs 
thereof makes him regard it the 
leſs. It is buta day, and that 
will quickly be over and gone ; and 
what is the life of man ? it is but 
as a hand-bredth of a ſmall ex- 
tenſion ; or like to a palling ſha- 
dow, which we ſcarce ſooner per- 
ceive than it vaniſheth. Max 
that is born of a Woman is of few 
days, he cometh forth like a Flow- 
er and is cut down : his decaying 
iS within ſome tew minuts of his 
budding ; as the Poct ſpeaketh of 


Roſes, © dun naſcuntur conſenuiſſe 
Roſas. 
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- Roſas. Now from this reaſon 706 
may be ſuppoſed to argue thus ; - 
Lord, thou knoweit how trail and 
brittle 1 am, and it thou contend 
thus with me, how quickly ſhall I 
return to the duſt. I beſecch thee 
conſider that my time is however 
but ſhorr, and Jer thy Goodneſs 
appear in removing thy ſtroke 
away irom me, for I am confu- 
med by the blow of. thine hand ; 
O ſpare me that I may recover 
ſtrength, before I go hence aud be 
no more. Four:hly, Thereit and 
wages the Hircling expeCteth , 
makes. the accompliſhing of his 
day more caſic and tolcrable. The 
word rendred accompliſh , ſigniti- 
cth to will and delight in a thing 
carneſtly;donec optara Teniat dies. 
'Tis a day withed and longed for, 
and much delighted in when ir 
comes. And indeed the {trength 
of the. compariſon ' ſeems to ly 
in this, which makes the mcan- 
D 2 11,7 
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"s ing of Jobs words to be this ; Lord, 
now my trouble and pain excru- 
ciats and torments me, and my 
life is more weariſome to me than 
|| the Hirclings day can be ro him ; 
therefore turn away thy wrath 
from me, thar in the finiſhing of 
my courſe I may be as jovial and 
cheertul, as the Hiereling is when 
his day is accompliſhed - and thus 
I have done with the Explanation 
of theſe words. 

The next thing I deſigned in 
this undertaking, is to enquire 
how the days w 4 every mans lite 
may be ſaid to be determined ; and 
whether the Period of every mans 
life were ſo fixed and bounded, 
that by his care, good managery, 
and uſe of the means, it cannot be 
extended ; nor ſhortned by his 
_—_— intemperance, or eX- 
poling of himſelf to Famine, 
Sword, or Plague, it is very 


certain from this plain text of 
Scrip- 
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Scripture, that the days of every 
mans life are dererminel ; bur the 
manner how, 1s left unexplained : 
and this we do not learn from 
Scripture. And it were to be wiſhed 
that our curioſiry would forbear 
any enquiry into things 'that are 
hid : bur alas our inclinations are 
ſo wicked and perverſe, thar 1t7- 
mur in wvetitum, we are always 
bent and eager in our enquiries 
after things of a myſterious alloy ; 
and God knows how miſcrably 
ſome men have mitiaken in their 
enquiries after a ſolution of the 
preſent doubr : and if I could pro- 
miſe to my felt to reftify thoſe 
huge miſtakes ſome men have tall- 
en into, this would be a ſufficient 
juſtification of my preſent under- 
taking. 

Bur in order to the unfolding 
of this doubr, I ſhall premiſe four 
things which will contribute to 
the Corres underſtanding of ir. 

D 3 Fir [t, 
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Firſt, There is no doubr that 
every mans life hath a Period. 
It is appointed for all men once to 
dye; this isa warfare from which 
there 1s no diſcharge : what man 
zs he that liveth and ſhall not fee 
death 2 as*o this, the Prince and 
Peaſant ſtand upon even terms, and 
as the wiſc-man rells us,the rich & 
poor meet together - there is no 
jultling in the Grave for preceden- 
cy. 1 confeſs it were not worth 
the pains to conſider the trivial 
inſtances, taken trom the tranſla- . 
tion of Euoch and Els, to in- 
fringe this poſition. For firſt, we 
are not to debate what God may 
do, he has a Sovcraignty over 
his Creatures, and mult not be 
called to give a reaſon of his ai- 
ons ; all wholic ways are tracts of 
wiſdom and goodneſs. Secondly, 
We know nothing of the manner 
of their tranilation : he who will 
poſitively ſay, that they did not #7 
under- #| 


ng 


+ 
wt 
'7 
- 
» 23, 
wr 
| 
{ 
i 
l | 
"* 
(007 ot 6 
1 16 
'P. 
= 5 
iv ” 
$7: 
Fr 
"4 
MS. 
Mp 
4 * 
? 
Ita 


. > = 9 
: 1" IB 
= ey 


ns — Tr I ij 0 - 


n as i Sd 


of Humane Life. 4x 


undergo that which is equiyalent 
to death, will ſay more than he 
can prove. Iam apt to believe 
that no ſober man will ſay, that 
they entred their Heavenly habi- 
tation With their unrefined bodies; 
no more than thoſe who rife at the 
ſound of the laſt Trumper, in the 
twinkling of an eye, are carried 
into Heaven without any change. 
Secondly, It is alſo unqueſtio- 
nable, that Sin introduced this 
Period to every mans lite ; the pri- 
mitive threatning runs thus,zx the 
day thou eats thou ſhalt dye. And 
the Apoſtle hath as plainly ex- 
preſt it as it can be, Wherefore as 
by one man ſin entred into the 
World, and death by ſim, and ſo 
death paſſed upon all men for that 
all have /mned, Rom. 5. 12. where - 
it is plain, thar Death is a puniſh- 
ment inflicted for Sin, ſo thar it 
man had never ſinned, we have 
no reaſon to think he ſhould have 
D 4 dicd 
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died. I confeſs withour Revela- 
tion, we could never have gueſſed 
this to be the cauſe of Death. The 
Heathen Philoſophers were ex- 
ceedingly contuſed in their notions 
concerning the origine of Sin,and 
the cauſe of Death : many of them 
thought that Death was a natural 
accident, originally appurtenant 
ro Humane Nature, And indeed 
if Revelation had not declared 
the contrary, I had been tully fa. 
tisfied, that Death had been no 0- 
ther thing but ſuch a natural ac- 
cident ; but it is firange that any 
man that has converſed with fſa- 
cred writ, ſhould be of this opi- 
nion. And yet we find, the Pe- 
Ligians of old were great ſtick- 
lers for it : hence is it that the an- 
cient Fathers and Councils have 
condemned it with a Curſe. In the 
Milewvitan Council Can. 2. we 
read thus Flicwt, ut quicungque 
dicit, Adam primum hominem mor- 

talem 
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talem fattum, ita ut ſie peccaret, 
ſrve non peccaret, moreretur tt 
corpore, huc eſt, de corpore extret, 
nou peccatsi meriio ſed neceſſitate 
naiur4,qmahema ſit. In after-ages 
the Scuizfts (the moit ſubril of all 
Scholatiick writers) inclined much 
to this opinion, againtt whom the 
Thomiſts (their irreconcilable Ene- 
mics) rook up the cudgels:amongt 
modern writers the ſeemingly 
rational $oc:n;1ns have owned this 
groundleſs conccit, Bur I cannot 
itay to debate this at length, only 
in brief, if Death had been natu- 
ral ro man in the ſtate of Inno- 
cency, it behoved to have been be- 
cauſe of theſe following reaſons. 
1. Becauſe Adams natural con- 
ſtirurion implied mortality ; the 
Materials of his conſtitution were 
not ſo amicable as ro cntertain a 
laſting amiry and friendſhip. 2. Ir 
was the primitive precept, be 
fruitful and multiply ; now it is 
plain 
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plain that procreation includes 
mortality in its notion ; and far- 
ther it ſeems to be unconceivable 
how this littleMap ot Earth ſhould 
have contained a numerous mul- 
_ rtiplying and never-dying off 
| prog 3. Humane Nature in the 
ate of Innocency did ſtand in 
necd of Meat and Drink, as is 

plain from Ger. 1. 19. now the . 
end of cating and drinking is not 
only ro hold up, bur to repair the 
decays of our Bodies, which would 
ſudenly rerurn to dult,if they were 
not this renewed'& ſtrengthened. 4. 
IfDeath were only the effect ofSin, 
and the Devil were called a Mur- 
derer from the beginning, becauſe 
of his tempring our fir{t parents 
ro cat of 'the forbidden Fruit. it 
will follow, that ſince Chriſt came 
to take away the fins of the World, 
and ro deitroy the works of the 
' Devil, that he alſo rook away the 
wages of 1in,which is Death ; than 
which 
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which nothing is more contrary to 
daily expericnce. 5. Immorraliry 
ſeems to be entailed only ro the 
ſtate of futurcGlory,cohereCorruyp- 
tron ſhall pat on facorruption, and 
Meortaliiy ſhall be ſewallowed up im 
Life: and then there ſhall be no 
move death, Riv. 21. 4. Theſe are 
the moſt matcrial reaſons I can 
tind. tor the proot of this opinion, 
in anſwer ro which 1 ſhall dcfire 
the Five following conſiderations 

may be weighed. | 
Conſid. 1. It is not to be doubted 
that the Etcrnal wiſdom, furniſh- 
cd our firſt parents with all theſe 
accompliſhments their ſpecifick 
nature could ſuffer : the ſignatures 
of Wiſdom and Goodneſs were 
legible in the loweſt & leaſt regar> 
ded piece of the creation; but in 
Man in a more eminent manner 
conſpicuous. It is almoſt impoſſt- 
ble tor us in this fallen ſtate, ro 
conceive what thoſe endowments 
were 
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were,with which his innocent con- 
dition was bleſſed; we have no rea- 
ſon rs think that there was any 
Jar or diſagreement amongſt his 
facultics,or oppoſition and tight of 
one quality with another. Ir was 
mans diſobedience that diſturbed 
the whole univerſe, and diſordered 
every part of it ; whilc he was at 
peace with his Maker, he enjoyed 
a ſerene condition, and nceded not 
fear any hurt cither External or 
Internal : then all the parts of 
his Body entertained a ſweet har- 
mony, and there could be nothing 
except Sin that ſhould haye made 
any failure in his conſtitution, or 
made a ſeparation between his 
Soul and Body. Bur Sin having cn- 
tred the World, every part of the 
univerſe changed its face, and Man 
who was Heavens favourit in his 
firſt mould, is now condemned 7o 
eat his bread in the ſweat of his 
face ill he return unto the duſt. 

This 
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This is all that we can learn from 
Revelation concerning the intro- 
duction of Death; to ſuppoſe any 
other account of it, were to give 
up our ſelves to the diftates of 
our extravagant fancics : and far- 
ther, it is very unreaſonable to in- _ 
ter mans mortality f:om his con- 
ſtiturion, and becauſe he is carrth- 
ly ; unleſs we think it alſo rario- 
nal, that perfe&ted Bodies in the 
ſtate of Glory are not Bodies, or 
that they are even there mortal ; 
both which ſeem ro be plainly 
oppolit ro Scripture. | 
Confid. 2. 'The Phraſe Immor- 
tal, may fall under a double no- 
tion : for F:rſt, ſometimes it is ra- 
ken abſoJutely, implying a being 
moſt perte&, which had no begin- 
ing, and can have no end ; and in 
this ſenſe, Immortality is ſolely the 
prerogative of our Maker, and 
can never be attributed to any 
creature. Secondly, Sometimes it 
1s 
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is taken Conditionally: and fo | 
under various conſiderations it # 
may be attributed either, Fzxſft, 
To perie&ed Saints who are fta- 
red in Glory, where the primitive 
Image loſt by mans tall, 1s rene\w- 
cd :and pertccted ; and of thoſe 
our Saviour in the Goſpel of Luke 
telis us, that they can dye no more, 
Luke 20. 35. or Secondly, to our 
{rit parents in the Statc of Inno- 
cency. For ſo long as they re- 
mained obcdicnt to the Laws of 
Heaven, Immortality was catailed 
upon their nature : tor the tenor of 
the primitive threatning is, 2x 7he 
day thou eateſt thereof thou ſhall 
gye : where temporal Death ſeems 
ro be threatned, which had been 
idle and vain if men had died al- 
tho they had never caten the for- 
bidden Fruit. I know ſome mtn 
think that Sin only laid a neccllary 
obligation upon men tro dye ; and 
provoked God to remove that Su- 


 per- 
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. pernatural and Supcradded qua- 
liry and gift, which preſerved them 
from Death. With ſuch ſort 
of men I have no great quarrel, 
altho I think that God could as 
calily have made mans conltituri- 
on ſo laſting, and the contiituent 
parts of his fabrick ſo harmoni- 
ous, that he ſhould have never 
dyed if he had nor ſinned, as to 
create a ſuperadded being ro pre- 
ſerve him fafe. For reaſon would 
plead, that that ſuperadded gitt re- 
quired another, and fo 2» mfin;- 
Tum. 

Burt farther, 'tis very unreaſo- 
nable to infer mans corruption 
from that precepr, be fruitful and 

multiply; tor altho in ſome ſenſe 
generatio unius eſt alterius corrup- 
7io, yer the ſtate of being, even 
ſince the fall, (to which that axiom 
has only rcſpe&t) is nor ſo brittle, 
as that the production of the 
Child infcrs the deſtruction of the 
Parent. Neither 
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| Neither doch that curious guery 
concerning the place for that ſup» 
pofed numerous off-ſpring, carry 
with it more reaſon ; tor Firſt, It 
is not to be doubted, bur the Wiſe 
Creator who gave bcing. to man, 
knew well cnough how to provide 
. an habitation tor his off:ſpring. 
Secondly, the precept be Fruztfull 
and Multiply, carries with it a 
F.imitation, and repleniſh the 
Ezxrih; fo that we can never well 
conclude from it, that Genera- 
tion ſhould have continued after- 
the repleniſhing of the Earth. Bur. 
Thirdly, What ſuppoſe this litrle 
Map of Earth had nor becn able to 
contain ſo numerous an ofi-ſpring 
could not God have tranſlated man 
after he had lived ſome ſpace upon 
the Earth to ſome better habita- 
tion, as he did with Enoch and 
Elijah ? 

Conſaid. 3. Though man in the 
ſtate of Innocency ttood in need 
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of Meat and Drink, yet his nutri- 
ment was not noxious and hurt- 
1ull to him, as now it 1s. It was 
for mans diſobediencc thar a Curſe 
was upon the ground, before which 
there was no fear of hurt from 
the Fraic of th2 Trees, and 
the Herbs of the-Field : (which 
were the only things granted to 
men for food in thar ſtate.) And 
indeed if we bur conſider that 
cven in this fallen ſtate, there 1s 
a huge difference between the lives 
of thoſe who live upon wholſome 
tood, and obſerve a moderate diet; 
and of thoſe who are careleſs in 
their diet, and fced upon husks ; 
we cannot bur think the former 
conſideration reaſonable, eſpecial- 
ly ſince that bleſſed ſtate excluded 
all manner of exceſs. 

Confid. 4. Great and Manifold 
are the bleſſed benefirs that arc 
conferred upon Mankind, upon 
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the account of his Redeemer : 
now Man, who was at odds with 
his Maker upon the account of 
his Rebellion, 1s again taken into 
fayour ; and the diſfobedient World 
iS reconciled unto God. And altho 
. the being of fin is not quite abo- 
liſhed, yet the Curſe is removed ; 
and Death is not properly 'now a 
puniſhment. | 

- Con/ad. 5. Immortality conjoyned 
with a ſtate of perte& felicity, is 


reſerved for Heavens favourites : 


in the ſtate of Innocency our firſt 
parents were liable roDeath if they 


rebclled, bur the Saints above are. 


confirmed in their bleſſed ſtate : 
and as our Lord Chriſt tells us,7hey 
can dye no more. But this much 
may ſuffice for the removing the 
former doubts. 
The Third thing I premiſe is, 
that 'tis very aol in Scripture, 
as it iS in all Languages, to put 
the Whole ſomerimes for the w_ : 
thus 
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thus Man is ſaid to dye, to ceaſe, 
to be mortal, becauſe the Bo- 
dy is liable ro Corruption, and 
not that the whole Man, or all 
the Eſfential conſtituent parts 
ceaſe. And thus when we difpute 
concerning the Period of every 
Mans life , we muſt not foolithly 
fancy thar a Period is put to the 
being of the Soul, but only that 
its union with the body is diflol- 
ved : otherwiſe a diſmal ſtroke 
would be given to our Religion, 
and what' would become ot the 
vertuous ?I confeſs it is very hard 
and difficult ro demonſtrate the 
immortality of our Souls by na- 
rural reaſon : "tis true, by reaſon 
I may prove that our Natures are 
ſpiritual, and that we elicite acts 
which are beyond the power 
of matter ; but yer we could 
never be fully aſcertained rhar 
there is a Life after this; if Re- 
velation had not plainly diſcove- 
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covered it. The Heathen Philoſo- ; 
phers very wiſely entertained {| 
ſome hopes of a life after this ; 
upon moral arguments taken from : 
the _—_— ot God,and hig juſtice 


in dl 


iſtributing Rewards and Pu- 

niſhments : but alas how doubt- 
full were their hopes, and with 

how much heſitation did they dif- 
couric of it! Bur by the help 

L of Reyclation, theie doubts arc 
fuily removed, and we now know 
that rhere is a Reſurrection from 
the dead,and thar the Souls of Be- 
lievers at dcath go immediatly in- 
to glory. 

Fourthly, Becauſe the cxplica- 

tion of terms is very neceſlary 
for the unfolding of doubts ; I 
ſhall conſider the twofold notion 
and acceprion, the Period of Hu- 
mane Lite is lyable to. . 1. Some- 
times it iS taken in a large ſecnſc, 
for that common and ordinary Pe- 
riod which the Author of our na- 

tures 
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tures hath ſcertled, which Men 
by the common courſe of nature 
arrive at: now many learncd 
men upon goold grounds think that 
this is the determined bounds 
mentioned in Scripture. 2. Some- 
timcs it 15 taken tor the Jaſt mo. 
ment of every mans life at what- 
cycr time it happecneth ; - whether 
I, in the beginning of mans 
days; or 2. in the midſt of his 
days; thus the Pſalmiſt prays, 
that God would not cut him off in 
the midſt of his days. or 3. When 
men come to be of a good old age 
and full of years,as it is ſaid of 4- 
braham, he died in a good old age, 
an old man and full of years, Gen. 
25.5, : 

That there is ſuch a common 
Period of Humane life ſeems to 
be certain and indubitable : we 
evidently enough perceive that 
men in the age and place whercin 
we live, excced not (unleſs rarely) 
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the bounds fixed upon Pſa. go. 


10, The days of our years are 
threeſcore years and ten, and if by 
reaſon of more ſtrength they be 
fourſcore years, G&c. and it we 
ſhall deſcend ro the conſideration 
of other Animals and Vegetables, 
we will find it true enough thar 
the individuals of every ſpecifick 
' nature, have a common Period 
which doth nor ſenſibly alter ; 
but where there is a manifeſt diffe- 
rence of the climate, temperature, 
and foil, Again it is very un- 
queſtionable that this common Pe- 
riod hath not been equally exren- 
ded inall ages and places.”Tis true 
for many hundred years by-paſt 
it hath ſuffered very little altera- 
tion, bur ſure from the beginning 
it was not ſo, nor can we upon any 
good ground be aſcertained thar 
it will continue the ſame that it 
is now, till the end of all fleſh 
come, Tho I will not poſitive 
affirm 
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affirm that mens lives will be in- 
ſenſibly ſhortened,rill they become 
uncapable for procreation. 

But to determine what hath 
been the common Period of Hu- 
mane Life in by paſt-ages of the 
World, is a Theme very difficult 
and hard : for 1. Altho from Abra- 
hams time till this preſent age it 
hath altered bur lirtle or nothing , 
as we may colle&t from Ger. 15. 
13, and 16. where a generation is 
equalled ro an Hundred years ( as 
the verſes collated make it evi- 
dent) ;*yer before the Flood and in 
fome tew ages following it, this 
common Term was not concluded 
within the ſhort bounds it is now ; 
although then it was indeed ex- 
ceedingly mutable. Before the fa- 
tal Flood we read not of any who 
lived not above ſeven hundred - 
years, (unleſs Abe who was mur- 
dered, and Enoch whom God took 
to himſelf ) : nor of any who ex- 
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ceeded nine Hundred fixty and 
nine years. Now the common Pe- 
riod not being ſo denominatcd 
from ſome {cy particular inſtan- 
ces, but from what happens to the 
moſt of Mankind in every age 
. who dye a natural death, we may 
ſuppoſe that Eight Hundred years 
was the common Period before 
the Flood. But then after rhe 
Flood, the mutability of this com- 
mon Period is conſpicuous ; for in 
the next age after the Food, it 
was cut ſhort two hundred years ; 
and in the next three ſucceeding 
encrations it was abridged 
four hundred years ; and in th 
three ſucceeding ages ro the for- 
mer it was reduced to two hun- 
dred years; and ih Abrahams 
time it ſeems not to have been ex- 


tended to an hundred years. ah 


In reducing the Life of Man- 
kind into ſhorter bounds now than 
it was in the infancy of the World, 

the 
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the Divine wiſdom and goodneſs 
do very plainly appear : tor 1. Al- 
tho it iS truce thar Sin was the cauſe 
of Miſery, vct it is manifeſt that 
as Men began to multiply, fo they 
became more corrupted ; and as 
the Earth was repleniſhed with 
Men,ſfo with multiplycd Miſeries; 
and thoſe not only particular but 
common, War and bloodſhed.ſlave- 
ry and toil. pains and deſeaſes, 
were in the firſt ages of the World 
very rare and ſingular ; now theſe 
are ordinary and common : and 
iS it not then a great mercy that 
the days of our life are few, ſince 
fo tull of evils ? But 2. If Men li- 
ved as long now as in the firſt ages 
of the World, a Land would not 
be able ro contain its inhabitants : 
and this is a far greatcr inconve- 
nience and diſadvantage, than the 
thortening the leaſe of our beings 
can be ſuppoſcd to be. In the fir!! 
ages of the World, the lives of 

Men 
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Men were extended, that rhe earth 
__fight be repleniſhed ; and it is 
very plain, that this common Pe- 
riod was ſhortencd according as 
Man miultplyed. I confeſs God . 
threatens to deſtroy the inhabi- 
; tants of a Land for their tranl- 
greſſions ; it was becauſe Men had 
corrupted themſelves, that God 
brought a Flood of waters upon 
the World - and yet the Divine 
Juſtice was accompanied with 
aſtoniſhing goodneſs ; tor he did 
not (as juſtly he might have) in- 
ſtantly cur off that perverſe gene: 
ration, bur he gave them the ſpace 
of an Hundred and Twenty years 
to repent. Tet (faith God) bis 
days ſhall be an Hundred and 
Twenty years, Gen. 6. 3. That is, 
altough this be a perverſe and 
corrupt gcueration, yet becauſe 
Man is bur fleſh, I will give him 
this time to repent of his wicked- 
neſs; and if notwithſtanding he 
will 
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will not aiter ſuch warning mend 
his manners, I will deſtroy him. 
i know many learned Men think 
that God here only threatens ro 
ſhorren the common Period of 
Mens lives, and thar it ſhould be 
contracted within the bounds of 
an Hundred and twenty years: bur 
this expoſition is not agreeable to 
the experiences of ſome ages next 
following the Flood, in which Men 
lived much longer than an Hun- 
dred and Twenty years, 

Bur they ſay,God uſes not toan- 
ticipate his time in bringing judg- 
ments upon a nation or people : 
ro which I anſwer, it is very true ; 
bur methinks men have no ground 
to think , that in the preſent caſe 
God anticipates the time in bring- 
ing judgments upon them; for we 
cannot think that Noah was come ' 
pleat five Hundred years old,when 
God threatned to deſtroy the 
World, And indeed any Man who 
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is but a little acquainted with 
the Jewiſh cuſtom of reckoning 
of years, knows how uſual it is 
with them, to name the greater 
part'of any thing for the whole. 
St. Auſtin is fo clear in this, I'le 
rather ſer it down in his words 
than my own : Intell;zgendum eft 
hoc Deum dixiſſe, cum circa finem 
guingentorim annorim eſſet Noah. 
1. e. quadragmtos oftogrnta wile 
annos agere!, quos more [uo Serip- 
\ura quigentos Vocat ; nomme to- 
tis maximam partem poten 1 
ſreenificans, Aug. de Civ. Dei, lib. 
x4. 6 34. 
— Thus much I have ſpoken of 
the common Period of Humane 
Life, in reſpect of the ages of the 
World, I ſhall now add alittle 
concerning its changcableneſs, in 
reſpect  ; places : and I confeſs 
in this caſc it is ſo yariable, that it 
is a hard matter to pitch upon 
particulars ; only in the general 
fr 
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ir is certain, that this common 


Period is not the ſame in all pla- 
ccs : in a temperat climate this 
common term 1s cxtended ; bur 
where there is an exceſs of heat, 
or an unconſtancy of the weather, 
in thoſe places this common Pe- 
riod is ſhortned. 

Bur paſſing this I come now to 
conſider the particular Period of 
cvery mans lite : there be two 
ways it is commonly taken. i. As 
it implies the diſunion of the 
parts, by reaſon of the exceſs of 
ſome one quality or other ; or 2. 
as it implies the Period of Hu- 
mane Lite whatever way it 1s 0c- 
caſioned, wirhout any rclation ei- 
ther to the defcCEt, or exceſs of any 

uality : and thus the learned 

E iſcopius ſtates the caſe in' his 
firſt Epiſtle ro Jo. Beverowicias. 
But to make this yet more plain, 
I ſhall conſider that text, 1. S:um9. 
26. 10. As the Lord liveth the 
Lord 
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Lord ſhall fmite him, or his day 


ſhall come to dye, or he ſhall deſcend 
into battel and periſh. Tho David 
was anointed King, yer he durſt 
not ſtretch forth his hand againſt 
the Lords anointed; neither would 
he permit A4;/har, (who inconft- 
dcratly offered) ro do it ; know- 
ing, none could do ſo and be guilt- 
leſs. Therefore he comforts and 
+ ſolaces himſelt with this conſide- 
ration, that God ſhould rid him of 
Sant one of theſe three ways: 1. 
By ſmiteing him with ſome di- 
{caſe ; and now to what a number- 
leſs number of diſeaſes are our 
frail natures incident ? variety of 
maladies prey upon frail man, and 
millions of miſeries attend him ; 
thePeſtitence walketh at noon-day, 
and the Air which he breaths may 
blow out the ſpark of his life. 2. 
Or his day will come; that is, or 
he will dye a natural Death : now 


Sant was well-ſtricken in years, * 


and 
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and he knew that by the courſe of 

nature he could not live long. 3, 

Or he ſhall deſcend into battel and 

periſh : Thar is,it ſome diſeaſe cur 

him nor off, or it his day come 

not, yet he ſhall be expoſed to a 

violent Death, or he (hall deſcend 

znto battel. Sometimes a violent 

Death is purely caſual ; thus it was 

' with 7hoſe ezghteen upon whom the 

' Tower in Siloam fell, Luke nz. 4. 

| Sometimes it is only improperly 

caſual, as when one of two equally 

expoſed to danger is only killed: 

and ſometimes it is only and pro- 

perly violent,ſuch was Sus death, 

ſuch was Achitophels and Ha- 
mans. | 

The way to this diſcourſe in 

hand being thus far clearcd, I ſhall 

now proſecute the deſign of it in 

this method. 1. I ſhall fer down 

thoſe erroneous opinions into 

which ſome men have unhappily 

fallen in their enquiry for faris- 

faction 
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faction in the preſent cafe. 2. I 
thall lay down the rwo common 
opinions that oficr faireſt tor ſol- 
ving this doubr. 3. 1 thall atrempr 
a tull and fatistatory anſwer : 
and laſtly 1 ſhall conclude -with 
_ tome reficeAtions upon the whole 
diſcourſe. 

I begin with the fiz{t ro give an 
account of thoſe crronevus ſenti- 
mencs ſome men have unhappily 
embraccd in their inquiry tor fatis- 
{action in this matter. And that 
i may ſhun tcdiouſncſs, I ſhall re- 
duce them 1o the rwo followin 
heads. i. Some have foolithly 
tmagincd thar the Pcriod of Hu- 
mane Lite is fatal and neceſſary. 
2. Others upon the contrary cY- 
tream, have as groundleily 
thought, thar it is altogether ftor- 
witous and caſual). 

Amonglt thote who aſcribe eve- 
ry thing io the diſpenſation of a 
jure and incyitable deſtiny, rhe 

FStorcks 
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'Stoicks have been been always 
reckoned the chicteſt combatants. 
It is well known that thoſe ſtupid 
and ſenſeleſs Philoſophers did 
teach, that all effets were ne- 
ceſlarily produced by the natural 
order ad ſerzes of cauſes, which 
were from the outgoings of Eter- 
nity inſeperably chained together ; 
ſo that neither Humane induſtry, 
nor the Divine power could alter 
what ſuch a conjunction of cauſcs * 
was to produce. 

That humane Induſtry, care, 
and good menagery, cannot alter 
the decree of Fate, the Stozck 
moraliſt Seneca very fairly con- 
teſleth. 


Fatis agimuy, cedite fatis : 
Non ſolicite poſſunt cure 
Mutare rats f 3-ern fuſs. 

| Seneca in Oedjp. 


The fame Seneca alſo affirms 
F that 
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that the ſupreme being is ſo ſtrict- 
_ Iy ryeh to the Semperernal ſeries 
and order of Cauſes, that he muſt 
follow,but cannot gain-ſay what is 
thus eſtabliſhed. Quzrguid eſt quod 
nos ſic vivere juſſit, ſic mori, eadem 
' neceſſitate Deos alligat, irrevoca- 
bilis humana ac Divina pariter 
curſus Tehtit. Sen. lib. de provid. 5. 
There arc two very G—_ 
Authors of great name and fame, 
who amongſt many other bad opi- 
nions, have recalled this Stoical 
dream, which was long ſince re- 
jected ; the one is the famous 
Mr. Hobs ; the other the ſubril au- 
thor of that Book, entituled Trac- 
tatus Theologico policitus : Both 
which I may perhaps have occaſi- 
on to examine more particularly. 
Burt if all things were thus eſta- 
bliſhed by a ind mecefliry; ſound 
rcaſon would ſuggeſt ro ſoberMen, 
that it were a needleſs thing for 
the ſick rocall for the Phy _—_ 
aid, 
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aid. And indeed Czeero very in- 
genioully conteſſeth this : & fa- 
rum tibs eſt ex hoc morbo con- 
waleſcere, ſfoe tu medicum adhi- 
buerts, ſtve non adhibueris,lconva- 
leſces.—8! fatum tibz eſt non con- 
waleſcere,ſrve medicum adhbibueris, 
ſrve non non convaleſces, © alter- 
utrum fatum eſt, medicum ergo ad 
hibere nthil valet, Cic, lib. de fa- 
to .Andaltho Sereca thinks he has 
fallen upon a very good aniwer,yet 
it is truly never a whit better.Cum 
fanitas (inquit) videatur de fato 
debetur et medico, quia ad nos be- 
neficium fati per hujus manus ve- 
2:t, lib. 2. nat. cap. 35. By which 
means the Phyſitian is as fatally 
determined to preſcribe rhe cure, 
aS the ſick mans recovery is deſti- 
nated, 

The ages in which theſe Mcn 
lived being dark and blind, we 
ought as much ro pity their 
caſe, as correct and reprchend 

= them, 
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them. Ir is our happineſs that 
we are not left ro the conduct of 
natural reaſon; and would God 
our thankful acknowledgments 
were anſ{werable vo the greatneſs of 
this bleſſing. I ſhall not nced to 
. ſtand in rcjeting this Dream, I 
think the hazards this ſpeculation 
hath expoſed ſome of its favo- 
rites to, will be forcible enough 
to afright others from embracing 
it. I remember I have read of 
ſome whom this conceirt had ſo 

far diſtraCted, that they did caſt 
away their Swords and other wea- 
pons when their Enemies ap- 
proached : ſaying,lt it be our Fate 
ro dye to keep our weapons will 
never preſerve us from Death. 'Tis 
alſo reported of the deluded Ma- 
humetans, that in battel they take 
courage from this, that they are 
no ſooner born than fare ſeals up- 
on their forcheads, how long they 


{hall live, and what death __y 
ſhall 
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ſhall dye. Alas who would not 
pitty Men thus infatuated and be- 
witched! ſurely, as St. Auguſtin 
excellently ſpeaks Sz cor tuum non 
efſet fatuum, non crederes fatum, 
Tract. 37. in Joh. 

Next the S$:ozck ſfiand the Star- 
gazers and Aſlrologers, who attri- 
bure the ſhortneſs or extenſion of 
our lives to the bad or benign Aſ- 
peCt and Conjunction of the Stars 
in the time of our Nativity. Now 
although I deny not that the Hea- 
vens have an influence upon inferi- 
or things, yet ſurely this ſecret and 
occult dominionStar-gazecrs plead 
for, is ſo manifeſtly croſs to reaſon 
and dayly experiences,that no man 
in his wit will affirm ir. The Pro- 
phet hath long ſince adviſed us, 
not to be diſmayed at the ſigns of 
Heaven ; adding,the Heathen they 
are diſmayed at them, Ter. 10. 2. 
AS if it had been only peculiar ro 


the Heathen part of the World, 
F- 2 who 
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who were ignorant of Gods Pro- 
vidence, to believe the vain pre- 
ditions of Aitrologers. Babylon 
was upbraided for her truſting A- 
ſtrologers,Star-gazers, and month- 
ly prognoſticators. Tſz. 47. 13. 
' Theſe men confidently preſumed 
ro foretell the time of Mens Dearth, 
and the caſlly deceived multitude 
gave a ready aſſent to whatever 
they ſpeke : ſo eafie a matrer it is 
to impoſe any rhing upon the be- 
lief of the vulgar. 'The Palmaſter 
as fooliſhly pretendeth, that God 
hath ſealed upon every mans hand 
how long he ſhall live, and that 
obſerving men (as they would 
have us believe they are) can un- 
derſtand this by the lines and 
draughts in the palme of the 
hand. And or proof of this 
they aledg. Job 37. 7. where 
it is ſaid, he ſealeth up the hand 
of every man; that all men may 
know his work, Burt from this 

place 
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place no ſuch thing can be col 
le&ed : for El:hu is there taken up 
in expreſſing the greatneſs of 
Gods works, and the Divine pow- 
er in commanding the Snow and 
the Rain,ſmall and great,ro be on 
the Earth ; and he addeth, he ſeal- 
eth up the hand of every man. 
Thar is, when Snow and Rain are 
upon the Earth,men cannot labour 
and toil ; their hand is ſcaled up, 
they cannot work. 
Epicurus and his followers 
could never be reconciled to this 
Opinion, bur yet the account they 
give of this matter is every whit 
as extravagant and irrational : 
they being equally unhappy in 
the account they give of the be» 
gining and Period of beings. 

The account theſe men give of 
the original of beings is ſo incredi- 
ble, thatno rational man can have 
any temptation to believe it ; bur 

| this belongs not to the preſent dil- 
| | F 4 courſe, 
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courſe. I ſhall therefore only con- 
ſider what they ſay of the Period 
of beings ; and briefly their opi- 
nion 1s, that it is no more bur the 
caſual and fortuitous ſeparation 
of thoſe particles of Matter that 
were- united by a happy chance 
and hir. 

This error is of an old date, 
and had long erc now paſt pre- 
ſcription, it it had not been ſo 
ſuitable ro the humours of bad 
men. The Saducees, whoſe Religi- 
gion it was to contradict the Pha- 
ri[ees, were very great ſticklers for 
this dream : ſome men have con- 
fined the Divine providence to 
the Stars, and plucked our ſublu- 
nary beings from his immediate 
Rule and Dominion. Czcero could 
not be perſwaded that God had 
any knowledg of things contin- 
gently future. Some to mend the 
matter, confeſs God may know the 
general k;nds of things, but my 

wi 
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will nor allow that he knows eve- 

ry particular. For this they think 
is inconſiſtent with the immutabi- 
lity of the Deity : Bur others 
have been more illiberal in their 
conceſſions, thinking ir enough if 
they grant that. God hath a carc 
of Mankind, altho he never re- 
eard leſſer matters: and thar, 


Curat magna Deus, fortune par- 
va rehinguit. 


By mcans of theſe wild conceits 
this Error has proceeded from bad 
to worle, yet very few of the old 
Philoſophers, or any other rank of 
men ; ( Atheiſts thoſe Anomalus 
births excepted) had ever that 
confidence in impiety, to fay with 
the Epricureans, that the World 
is pertetly left ro its own for- 
tuitous and caſual reſolutions, 
or that I may expreſs it in their 
Poets own phraſe. 
| S;we 
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Sive nihil poſitur eft, ſed fors in- 


certa Vagariyr, 
Fertg; refertq; vices, © habent 
mortal:a caſum. | 


Thar the Period of. every mans 
life is not fo cafual and fortuitous 
as theſe men imagine, may be 
made evident by clear tellimonics 
from Scripture concerning the par- 
ticular Providence whereby God 
takes care of every particular *' 
thing in the World, But becauſe *' 
T will have occaſion to conſider 
this afterwards, I ſhall now add | 
only an inſtance or two from +} 
Scripture, whereby it may appear 
that the moſt ſeemingly caſual Pe- 
riods of men are ordered ' by an ! 
infinite Wiſdom, and fall under 
the Divine Rule and Dominion. 
And firſt the man-ſlaycr,who kill- 
cth his Neighbour unawars,ſecms 
to be as caſual a buſincſs as can ! 
be: and yet wo may read how far *' 
mmhe' i 
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the Divine providence is concer- 
ned in this particular, Exod. 21. 
13. But farther, one of Epicurus 
Diſcples would readily conclude 
that Ahabs death was a piece of 
chance, and governed by no Su- 
preme power. Ir was bur an Ar- 
cher's drawing his Bow at a ven- 
ture,which by chance killed Aha6. 
But the word of truth informs us, 
thar by this means rhe prophecy 
1 Kings, 21. 19, was fulfilled : and 
that it came not to paſs without 
the Divine providence, who rules 
among the children of Men. 

And now I have done with the 
two crroncous extreams which 
ſome men have inconſideratly run 
ro for ſhelter : the next thing I 
premiſed was to lay down the two 
common opinions thar offer fair 
for removing the difficulty; bur 
I muſt ſay (tor the thing is palpa- 

3 ble,) thar l am now only to give 
; the two former rcjeted opinions 
, of 
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of the Stocks and Epicureans 
dreſſed up in better apparel, and 
much refined from the impure 
dregs of Heatheniſm - as, 

1..Some run to the abloſjute and 
inconditionate Decrees of God, 
and tell us, that from the outgoings 
_ of Ercrnity, previous to the Di- 
vine conſideration of circumſtan- 
ces in which men are to be placed , 
God has ſo abſolutely determined 
the Period of every mans lite, 
that it can neither be lengthned 
nor extended by care and dili- 
gence ; . nor ſhortened by intempe- 
rance, Sword or Plague. 

2. Others who ſee the incon- 
venicncies and abſurdities that 
follow upon the granting that opi- 
nion to be truc, are induced to be- 
lieve that thePeriod of every mans 
life is ordinarily mutable; and - 
may be both extended & ſhortned: 
yer ſtill they grant that God may, 
as it ſcems good to him, cither ex- 
tend or ſhorten it. There 
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There are four very conſidera- 
ble particulars that ſeem ro 
ſtrengrhen the {ir{t opinion. F:rft, 
There are many plain places of 
Scripture that conclude the days 
of cyery man to be bounded by 
the Divine determination. Second- 
ly, There are many examples in 
Scripture which ſhew that the Pe- 
riod of every Mans Lite is from 
the our-goings of Eternity, {ct and 
dens in by the Divine will. 
Thirdly, It is a common opinion 
that the fururition of all things 
depends upon the Divine will, an- 
recedently ro which, things are 
only poſlible : -and therefore, 
Fourthly, we can never give a ra- 
tional and ſatisfying account, how 
the Divine knowledg concerning 
the Period of Humane Lite is in- 
fallible and certain, if it be nor 
founded upon the B/zs of the ſure 
abſolute Decree. 

- Uponthe other hand thoſe who 
plead 
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plead for rhe ; may of the 
Pcriod of every Mans Life, endea- 
your to remove the fore-named 
doubr, and to ſhe the great in- 
conveniences it is lyable to : That 
it quite evacuatcs the uſe of the 
means, and encourages men to 
' expoſe themſclves ro any danger ; 
Ec. as I ſhall endeavour to make 
appear afterwards. 

And now I come to the chicf 
thing I aimed art in this undertak- 
ing. v/Sz. To attempt a ſatisfying 
anſwer of the preſent doubr, in the 
proſecution of which intendment 
I ſhall obſcrve this Method.- Fzrft, 
I ſhall endeavour to ſhew how the 
Period of every Mans Lite may 
be ſaid to be determined. Fecond- 
ly, T ſhall ſhew in what ſenſe it is 
not determined : and Thirdly,how 
it is mutable and may be extended 


or ſhortned. I begin with the firſt, 


how the Period of every Mans 
Lite may be ſaid ro be determi- 
| ned : 


. 
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"ned : and I ſhall endeavour to do 


this in the two following particu- 
lars. 

1. The Period of every mans 
Life is ſo far determined that it is 
not withour a Period. To deter- 
mine, fignifieth properly to ſer 
bounds or limits to any thing. 
Now lince zt zs appointed for all 
men once to dye , every mans life is 
encloſed and bounded within a 
ccrtain number of years. And 
muſt add, that it I be not very 
much miſtaken, this is the genu- 
in ſenſe of the moſt, if not of all, 
thoſe places of Scripture thar ex- 
preſs the derermination of Mans 
days:and indeed Jobs words ſeeing 
his days are determined, &c, ſeem 
ro mean no other thing bur this ; 
and in this ſenſe it is unqueſtiona- 
ble tharGod has appoznred our 
bounds which we cannot paſs. 

Bur 2. the Period of every par- 
ticular Mans Life is determined 
in 


i Tz” +: 
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in reſpeCt of the Divine preſcience, 
Now becauſe this is a very conſi- 
dcrable particular, and, as I told 
in the explaining of the text, that 
which was intended by Job 
when he ſays, 1he number of his 
monihs is with thee; I ſhall there- 
' fore endeavour to make our 
this truth by the plaineſt and 
moſt convincing evidence that can 
be. | 

In order to this I ſhall ſhew 
thar God hath a perie&t compre- 
henſion of all things, paſt, preſenr, 
or to come ; and - conſequence 
fore-knows the Period of every 
Mans Lite. Secondly, I ſhall prove 
this by plain evidence from Scrip- 
tural Examples. Thirdly, I ſhall 
make it appear,thar ir is ſolely the 
prerogative of our Maker to know 
the Period of every Mans Life. 
And Jaſily, 1 ſhall anſwer the 
moſt Material objeAions and 


doubts thar are brought agailt ir. 
Firſt, 


| 
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| Firſt, thar God hath a perfect 
comprehenſion of all things paſt, 
preſent, and to come, is 10 reaſo- 
nable a principle of natural Reli- 
gion, that it hath been generally 
owned by the wiſeſt and mott 
learned Heathen. And thoſe 1m- 
pious wretches who at every rurn 
take the name of God in vain, in 
atteſting him in the truth of what 
ſometimes themſelves knew is 
. falſe, ſufficiently implic thar they 
believe Gods Infinite knowledg. 
Beſides the rruth of this is plainly 
held our in Scripture; it was to 
this city of refuge Peter did flee 
when his love was ſeemingly call- 
ed in queſtion ; Lord (ſays he) 
Thou knoweſt all things, John. 21. 
17. And the Author of the Epiſtle 
ro the Hebrews makes ule ot this 
Topick ro induce us ro circum- 
ſpeCtion, all things are naked and 
open to the eyes of him with whom 
Wwe have to do. Heb. 4.13. And 
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God himſelt appeals to the infini- 
ty of his knowledg in the demon- 
ſtrarion of his Deiry,and challeng- 
eth the Idoi-Gods 7o produce they 
cauſe ; and ſhew what ſhall hap- 
pen that the latter end of things 
may be known, Iſa. 41. 21, 22. 
The Pſalmiſt upbraids the Idol '/ 
Gods, in that they have eycs and 
ſee not : but he always comforts 
himſelf with this conſideration, 
that the God in whom he truſts 
does behold his condition ; all 

_ Which inſtances make it undoubta- 
ble that God hath an infinite cog- 
nizance, and that nothing can be 
hid from his eyes, who equally 
bcholds things paſt, preſent, and 
to come. 

Now if it be ſo plain and evi- 
dent that God hath ſuch an Infi- 
nite knowledg, no man can reaſo- 
nably doubt that God knows the 
Period of every Mans Life ; bur 
if any ſhall ask how is it that God 

knows 
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knows certainly the Period of Hu- 
mane Life, I anſwer, that it is a 
very. bold and fruitleſs enquiry, 
which concerns not us to know ; 
his underltanding is infinite, and 
ſhall ſilly Man think to compre- 
hend and meaſure it by his finite 
knowledg ? The Pſalmiſt modeſt- 
ly acknowledgeth that ſuch knows 
ledg is too wonderfull for him, it is 
high (ſays he) I cannot attaim 
unto it,F(al. 139. 6. and elſewhere 
he rells us,it is only bold Atheiſts 
who ask, How doth God know , 
and is there knowledg in the moſt 
high ? 

I confeſs the Schoolmen (as they 
are called) weary themſelves with 
ſuch vain Diſputes, and they are 
as pcremptory in determining the 
the manner of Gods knowledg of 
future things, as if they had pro- 
ved their aſſertions with Mathe- 
matical demonſtrations. Some of 
them tell us, that things future 

G& 2 arc 
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are really preſent with God in E- 
rernity ; Which mcthinks 1s a very 
noble Paradox. Others run to the 
Divine decree, and make it the Pa- 
fs of the Divine knowledg. Others 
rell us thar God in contemplating 
- his own effence ſecs all the repre- 
ſentations and Idzas of furure 
things; and therefore knows them 
certainly. We might add many 0- 
ther conjeCtures, but theſe may ler 
us know how vainly curious ſuch 
wits arc: but that which may fa- 
tisty any ſober enguirer is this, 
that God is Infinite in knowledg, 
and therefore knows certainly the 
Period of every Mans Litc, it bc- 
ing truly future. 

The Sccond thing I premiſed 
was to prove that God knows the 


Period of Humane Lite by exam- 


ples from Scripture. Now I think 
this will need bur little proof, ſince 
the predictions concerning the Pe- 
riod of perſons are ſo many and 

plain, 
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plain; ſo many Hundred years 
torctold, and ſo punctually tull- 
filled without a failjurc in a tittle. 
The death of Els two Sons, 
Hophmz and Phineas was foretold, 
1 $2, 2. 24. and punctually tul- 
filled, as we may rcad, chap. 4.17. 
both the mannet and place of 7e- 
Sebels death was forctold, and the 
Dogs ſhall eat Jezebel in the 
Fort:on of Jezreel,and there ſhall 
be none to buy her, 2 King. 9. 1c. 
which predition was fulfilled 
Without a failure. in any circum- 
ſtances, as we read in the cloſe of 
that Chapter, Bur the moſt rc- 
markable inſtances arc thoſe mani- 
told predictions concerning the 
death of Holy Jeſus, Al! the Pro- 
phets (as the Apoſtle: obſerveth 
Att...) have foretold that Chriſl 
ſhould ſuffer ; they have conde- 
ſcended upon the manner of his 
ſuffering, upon the time, and up- 
on the circumſtances zelating, to it. 
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ThePſalmiſt in a figurative ſpeech, 

(a very uſual way of expreilin 
things amongſt the Prophenes 
ſpeaks of his being pierced : ſo 
doth the Prophet Zechariah, and 
they ſhall look upon me whom they 
have pierced, Lech. 12. 10. Da- 
et did punCtually ſpeak of the 
time. And after threeſcore and 
two weeks ſhall Meſſtah be cpt 
off, but not for himſelf, Dan 9. 26. 
But farther God doth nor only 
know the actual, but alſo the poſli- 
ble bounds of every Mans Fiſe ; 
thar is, God doth know that a Pe- 
riod ſhould have been put to the 
days of many Men, if they had 
not by their hearty repentance 
and deyoute prayers prevented 
its laſh. It was King Hezekid's 
prayer to God that extended his 
life fifteen years, for the meffage 
which God did ſend to Heze- 
kiah was this ; Set thine houſe in 
order, for thou ſhalt dye and not 
live. 
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'/ve. But he having prayed toGod 
gets this return; 1 have heard 
thy prayer, I have ſeen thy tears,be- 
hold I will add unto thy days fifteen 
years, ſa. 38. 5. from which ir 
is plain, that God knew that a 
Period ſhould have been then pur 
to his days, if his prayer had not 
prevented it. It was the peo- 
ple of Nineves repentance that 
prevented the threatned judg- 
ment that ſhould have put a 
Period to their lives. WhichMethod 
if the old World had obſerved, 
they had prevented that Fatal 
Flood in which they were drown- 

cd. 
Thirdly, That it is only the 
rerogative of God Almighty to 
£2208 the Period of cvery Mans 
Life will be cafily granted. For 
thoſe who deny Gods univerſal 
cognizance, will never attribute 
It ro any creature: and thoſe who 
do acknowledg the infinity of rhe 
G 4 Di- 
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Divine knowledg, will never ſay 
it belongs to the creature, The 
only thirg that we are to confidcr 
_ are theſe pretenſions to a fore- 
knowledg of things which the 
Heathen world bragged of, but 
' this Plea is caſily removed. For 
7. in thoſe dark ages of the World 
it was an caſy thing to impoſe up- 
on the faith of the vulgar, who in 
_ all ages have bcen very credulous 
and apt to be rhus deceived. Je- 
condly, It is well known that there 
pretended prediCtions were very 
enigmatical and dubious. Aro te 
ZEacidas Romanos Tincere poſſe, 
was a Problem, rather than a Pro- 
phecy, which might have conclu- 
ded both ways. Th:rdly, The moſt 
part of thcir pretended predicti- 
ons were only gueſſes and con- 
jetures, which for the moſt part 
were falſc and groundleſs ; yet 
Fonrthly, T do not deny but God 
may tor ends known to himſelt re- 

| yeal 


of Humane Life. 91 


veal the Period of particular per- 
ſons, when, and to _— he thinks 
fit. It is therefore ſingly the pro- 
perty of God Almighry who 
graſps all times, and who can ne- 
ver be jmpeached for giving a 
wrong aivination, to know the 
Period of every Mans Lite. 

In the laſt place I come to con- 
ſider thoſe Matcrial doubts and 
objcctione this principls may ' be 
urged with. As 1. It is hardly 
credible thar God doth certainly 
know the Pcriod of Humane Life, 
it being only contingently future : 
this objicCtion Cicero could not 
anſwer, therefore being perſwa- 
ded that ſome things were con- 
tingently future, he thought God 
could not know ſuch things. But 
the difficulty is not ſo great as ro 
make us deny God hath perfect 
knowledg of things contingently 
future. For 1. The light of na- 
ture may tcach us that we mult 
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not reject what is plain, becauſe 
we cannot comprehend what is 
obſcure. That there is in man a 
rational Soul is beyond doubt ; 
and yet how irreconcilable are the 
opinions of learned men about its 
' original, whether it be by ſeminal 
production, or by immcdiate crea- 
tion. Again the union of Soul and 
Body is a very myſterious riddle, - 
and the moſt ingenious /ypothe- 
ſis has been confetled ro be unſaris- 
ftaftory; and yet no man was 
cycr ſo far infaruated as ro deny 
that in man there is a Soul and 
Body. In like manner, what altho 
Humane Reaſon cannot reconcilc 
theDivine knowledg with the con- 
tingency of actions ? yet may it 
not reſt ſatisfied with this, tharGod 
knows all contingencies becauſe 
his underſtanding 1s infinite. And 
indeed the predictions inScripture 
are ſo remarkable and plain evi- 
denccs that God knows all things, 

that 
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that now it cannot be reaſonably 
queſtioned. But ſuppoſe Revela- 
tion had taught us nothing of this, 
yer we might by natural princi- 
ples know that God is the' moſt 
perfect being that can be imagji- 
ned, and therefore of Infinite com- 
prehenſion ; thar he is our Maker, 
and therefore muſt know all the 
intrigues of his creatures. 

Bur Secondly, the Divine fore- 
knowledg is not the cauſe of 
things (for otherwiſe criminal aCti- 
ons which do nor eſcape his eye, 
ſhould be cauſed by him who can- 
not tempr any man to ſin) which 
is impoſſible : if God ſhould 
reveal to me that T:tzu5 were cer- - 
trainly to do ſach a thing the nexr 
day, my foreknowledg does nor 
neceſſitate Tztzus to do that a& - 
ſo that upon the one hand as the 
torcknowledg of it hath no influ- 
ence upon the manner of its pro- 
duction, nor croſſeth the Humane 

| liberty 
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liberty ; for the Divine forcknow- 
fedg 1s not the cauſe why things 
exilt,bur ir ſuppoſcth the exiſtence 
of things : ſo upon the other hand 
the contingency of the Period of 
Humane T.ife docs not infer, that 
- it cannot be certainly known by 
an infinite underſtanding who 
graſps all things and ſeaſons. 

But the great difficulty is, how 
the Divine foreknowledg can be 
reconciled with the Divine pro- 
miſcs, commands, comminations 
and prohibitions : how it can 
conſiſt with the Divine Wiſdom 
and Goodncſs, to threaten - men 
with ſhortneſs of lifc if they con- 
tinue wicked and rcbcllious ; and 
ro pramiſe length'of days if men 
will obcy his commandments, 
while-as he well knows that the 
wicked man will continue in his 
wickedneſs, and be filthy ſtill, 
and that the vertuous ad good 
man will perſcyere in well doing. 
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I confeſs, this is a very great 
difficulty, and hath induced ma- 
ny learned men to doubr if God 
knows things contingently future, 
not thar they wouJd impeach any 
of the Divine perteCtions, or de- 
rogate from the infinity of his 
knowledg ; but only they think 
that the nature of things con- 
tingently furure, is ſuch that they 
cannot be known; as it is no di- 
minution from Omnipotency, to 
ſay things impoſſible, or which 
imply a contradiction; fall nor 
under its object. 

Bur yer fince Scripture hath ſo 
clearly revealed to us the Divine 
foreknowledg of future actions, 
methinks he is very raſh and in- 
conſiderate that doubts it - it is 
a remarkable ſentence of Tertul- 
lan's, Preſcientia Dei tantos 
habet teſtes, quantos fecit 2s 
phetas. Hence the learned Epif- 
copirts tells us, that his __ 

an 
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and the reverence he had to the 
Divine Majeſty would never ſuf- 
ter him to admit this argument, 
which refleQted ſo much upon the 
truth of Divine Predictions. 
BucTI anſwer more particularly, 
that Gods promiſcs and threat- 
nihgs arc ſcrious, bccauſe altho 
God knows that ſome men who 
arc threatned will continue in their 
wickedneſs; yer it bcing in their 


' Power to turn from their Sins, and 


the Divine threatning being an ar- 
gument which ſhould prevail upon 
men; no man can doubt but God 
is ſcrious with finacrs in ſuch ca- 
ſes. If a parent did ccrtainly know 
that his Son were ro commit a 
criminal act, would any man think 
that that Parents threatning of 
his Son, if he did commit that 
act, were void of fincerity. But 
2.As God knows that ſome wicked 
men, notwithſtanding of the ſevec- 
reſt threatning, will continue in 
their 
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their ſins : yet 1. He knows that 
even ſuch obdurate perſons may 
do otherwiſe.and2.He knows that 


-many men would have continued 


in their ſins, if they had not been 
threatned with puniſhments, We 
have no reaſon to think that the 
people of Ninevie would have 
rurned unto God if they had ne- 
ver been threatned. Now though 
God knew that Ninevze when 
threatned would repent, yer ſince 
he alſo knew thar if they had nor 
been threatned they ſhould have 
continued in their wickedneſs ; 
therefore no man can queſtion the 
ſcriouſneſs of the Divine threat- 
nings. 

And thus I have diſpatched the 
firſt particular, how the Period of 
every Mans Life may be ſaid ro 
be determined. I come in the next - 
place ro enquire in what ſenſe it 
is not determined. Now becauſe 
I have already rejeQed the Srorcas 
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Fare all that I ſhall ſpeak concern- 
ing this head may be comprehen- 
ded in this following particulars : 
VIS. 

The Period of cvery Mans Life 
1s not fatally limited and bounded 
by anv abſolute or inconditionate 
' decree of God Almighty. Now 
becauſe many learned men violent- 
ly urge, that God hath from the 
outgoings of Eternity abſolutly 
decreed the bounds of every Mans 
Life, without any conſideration of 
thoſe circumſlances in which they 
are to be placed ; ſo that men, do 
what they pleaſe, can neither ex- 
tend nor ſhorten the leaſe of their 

life : 1 ſhall! therefore endeavour 
to make this afſertion plain, and 
remove thoſe objefions thar it 
may ſeem lyable to ; and the ra- 
ther, becauſe in. ſuch kind of affcr- 
tions as are beſides the common 
opinion, men will be ready to ſul- 
pe ſome ſinifturous defign. 
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That rhe Period of every Mans | 
Life is not Fatally determined by 
any ſecret inconditional decree, 
will appear from the arguments 
we ſhall make uſe of in proving 
the inobility of the Period of eve- 
ry Mans Lite. Now I ſhall only” 
conſider thoſe abſurdities and in- 
conveniencies that follow upon 
the admiſſion of the contrary opi- 
nion. As firft, if the Period of 
Humane Lite were. Fatally derter- 
mined, then thoſe wretched miſ- 
creants who with their own hands 
pur a Period to their Lives, may 
caſily excuſe themſelves betore 
their Judg : for ſince it is ſuppo- 
ſed that they are phyſically pre- 
determined to do ſo, how can it be 
imagined thar they could: do o- 
therwiſe ? is there any reſiſting of 
the ' Divine deerce ? alas, it was 
not in their power to help it, & 
how then can they be condemned 
for it. It is a known Maxim, Nemo 
H peccat 
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peccatin eo quod vitare non po- 
reſt:the neceſlity they are plac'd in, 
ſeems to excuſe their (in, bur if not- 
withſtanding we ſhall ſuppoſe that 
ſuch brutiſh a@ions are really 
criminal, we run our ſelves upon 
another abſurdity, and thar is, we 
retle&t upon the Divine holineſs 
and goodneſs; for if God has 
truly determined thoſe brutih 
ations by a previous, ſecrer, and 
unalterable decree, it he harh be- 
fore irrevocably determined, and 
ſo intangled in ſuch a train of cau- 
ſes as ſhould neccſlarily make 
them offer violence ro rhemſeives ; 
how can we vindicate the Divine 
SanCty from the blor of being the 
author of ſin ? alas, daily experi- 
ence ſhews us, how apt men arc 
to make uſe of this argument for 
their own vindication, when they 
do what is criminal ; they tell 
us they were fatally determined 
by an external power in acting 
them. And with this conſidera- 

tion 
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. tion they ſolace themſclyes, as if 


they were as innocent as Fools or 
Mad-Men. | 
Burt let no man deceive himſelf 
in arguing ſo fooliſhly, the Apoſtle 
St. j very forcibly rejects 
this opinion. Let no man ſay 
when he is tempted, I am temp- 
ted of God ; for God cannot be 
tempted with evil, neither temp- 
teth he any man. But every man 
is tempted when he is drawn a- 
way of his own luſt, and enticed 
Jam. -2. 13, 14. The wiſeman in 
his ſenſe, after the certainty of 
things,concludes his 77hChapter of 
the Book of Eccle/zaſtes thus, Lo, 
this only have I found, that God 
hath made man upright : but they 
have ſought out many inventions. 
Pray then let us rcje& every opi- 
nion that tcacherh God docs ne- 
ceſſitate men to lin,for nothing can 
be more injurious to God..than 
this. To think to palliat the 
H 2 buſtueſs 
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buſineſs by ſaying God is under 
no law, is but a lawleſs and unrea- 
ſonable pretext ; for the everlaſt- 
ing reCtirude of his ſpotleſs nature, 
is more than any cxternal Law : 
and pray, what can truth & juſlice 
do,bur whar holy is and juſt ? The 
diſtin@tion between the a and 
the pravity of the act, the former 
of which God determins man to ; 
bur not to the latter, is as vain 
and frivolous. For the praviry of 
every wicked act 1s inſeparable 
from it. And farther, the Divine 
commands particularly prohibit 
the act, and I think upon no other 
cround, but becauſe the formality 
of Sin conſiſts in the act it ſelf. 
Te is indced ſtrange to conſider 
thoſe Platonick and imaginary no- 
tions ſome men run to : butl think 
ir need/{cſs to take a particular 
view of ſuch dreams. © * © 

But as this Opinion ſadly re- 
fleas upon the Holineſs of hay 
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' ſo itis highly inconſiſtent with the 


liberty ot Man's Will in the choice 
of the means. Thar there 1s a 
tree Principle in Man, is fo plain, 
thar'he who denies this, muſt en- 
gage himſclt againſt Experience 
and Reaſon. There is no Man 
who does wickedly, but he per- 


_ ceives he may do otherwiſe : the 
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ſick man is nor conſtrained to 
negle& the means tor his recove- 
ry ; neither is the Phyſitian for- 
ced to preſcribe this and no other 
remedy : Men a& not as Ma- 
chines, but they have a Free Prin- 
cps , whereby they may chuſe 
what they think is beſt and moſt 
convenient : It's true, the Will, 
ſince Adam's Fall, is corrupted, 
and moſtly enclined to rhat which 
iS evil ; bur yet the Fall did nor 
deſtroy Man's Freedom, it made 
no Phyſical change, only the Fa- 
culties of the Soul are morally vi- 
tiated and corrupred. | 
*-9 But 
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But if the Will were Phyſically 
Cas they ſpeak ) determined ad 
unum , it were unreaſonable to 
think that the fick' perſon, who 
negles the means,could do other- 
wiſe. And alas ! doth nor Expe-' 
rience convince us, that men of 
this Perſwaſion negle& rhe uſe of 
lawful means which God hath ap- 
pointed, only becauſe they dream 
that if God has decreed thar they 
ſhall die, then it is needleſs to uſe 
the means ; and if God has de- 
rermined that they ſhall live, whe- 
ther they uſe or neglect the means, 
they ſhall live. Fn. 

Bur you'll fay, God doth not 
only Decree the End, bur alſo the 
Means. I amiwer, 'This Plea doth 
not a whit diminiſh or remove the 
difficulty, fince they ſuppoſe thar 
the Means are as abſolutely de- 
creed as the End : which quite 
deſtroys the liberry of Man's 
Will, ' and leaveth no place for 
any choicc. Third- 
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Thirdly , This Opinion leaves 
no place tor praiſe to the Learned 
Phy ſitian, nor for diſpraiſe tothe 
unskilftul Empyrick. Firſt, The 
Skiltul Phyfitian can claim no 

raiſc ; for altho it be granted thar 
bh hath wiſely conſidered the 
condition of the ſick, and the na- 
ture oi theDiſcaſe;tho hehath;pre- 
ſcribed aptRemcdies,& inallthings 
behaved well, yet ſince he did no 
other thing but what he was 
determined ro do by an external 
force, who can think he merits 
any praiſe, if he could have done 
otherwiſe but would nor, then he 
might in reafon claim it ; bur the 
caſe according to the preſent Hy- 
potheſis is quite: oppoſite. Bur, 
Secondly, neither can we in reaſon 
blame the unskilful Quack-Do- 
for, who neither knows the na- 
ture of the Diſeaſe, nor of thoſe 
Medicines he preſcribeth. Alas ! 
poor man does -no more than what 
=4s. he 
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he was forced to do, and he could 
not do otherwiſe; why then ſhould 
he. be blamed for any failure or 
miſtake he commits. 

Fourthly, The natural and ge- 
nuine Conſequence. of this Do-: 
. Qtrine, is, to make men like Fools 
or Mad-men, expoſe themſelves to- 
any danger : For inſtance, Whar 
need we be afraid to run upon any 
Precipice, it God hath determi- 
ncd the period of cycry man's lite, 
there is no tcar to encounter with: 
ay ſceming danger ; men may 
fately enough leap into the fire, or 
caſt Nfres into the deep, for 
thete is no fcar rhat they ſhall be 
hurt or perith, unleſs the Almigh- 
ty hath dercrmined it ; and if this 
be,they may perſwade themſelves 
they could not do othetwiſe, for 
the Decree is unaltcrable,and can- 
not be repcalcd. Tbs 

Nor is'this true only in Theory 
and Speculation, bur it may ap-! 

pear 
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pear ro have'ſuch bad effe&s, by 
the fad experience of poor deſu- 
ded Creatures. Alas! do we not 
hear rhe Vuigar —_— com- 
fort any who are in troubK with 
this conſideration, that God hath 
decreed it ſhould be fo, if theſe 
perſons did only mean that God | 
exerciſcth a ſpecial Providence in 
the world, and ruleth among the 
Children of men, no body had 
cyer blamed them : bur this is nor 
their meaning, for they plainly 
declare by ſuch kind of ſpeech, 
thatall things come to paſs faral- 
ly. I have heard ſome wretched 
Sinners, who had committed grear 
and ſcandalous fins, excuſe them- 
ſelves, by ſaying, they were de-. 
; creed todoſo,and God's will muſt 
i beaccompliſhed, 
: _ Ir were very caſie to multiply 
many Abſurdiries which flow from 
this DoQtrine by a natural Conſe- 
quence ; bur theſe few I haye na- 
| med. 
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med may abundantly ſafisfie eve- 
ry conſidering man, and ſhew him 
how pernicious and dangerous it 
is ; but before I conclude, 4 ſhall 
conſider» the four Arguments I 
mentioned bciore, which 1 ſaid; 
ſeemed ro ſirengthen and confirm 
this Opinion, as 
Firſt, There are many places of 
Scripture which ſeem to conclude, . 
Thar the Period of every Man's 
Life is determined. 1 ſhall men- 
rion ſome of the moſt remarkable 
Texts of Scripture brought to de- - 
fend this, as wy Pal. 31.15. My 
tumes are iu thy hand, deliver me 
from the hand of mine Enemies. 
trom hence ſome draw this unex- 
pected Concluſion, That God hath 
abſolutely decreed the Period of - 
every Man's Life. Now I think 
ho conſidering man ſhould ever 
have gueſſed this to be -the Pſal- 
miſt's.mcaning ; for the Text on- 
ly holds out the Divine care and 
| Provi- 
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Providence, whereby he does fur 
perintend and continue every in- 
dividual thing in the world in 
their Beings, and therefore is it 
that Datid makes his application 
to God,thart he would deliver him 
from the hand of his Enemy ; 
which methinks had been a necd- 
leſs Petition, if he had imagined 
that God had abſolutely derermi- 
ned the period of his life. Se- 
condly, # ſal. 39. 5. Lord, make 
me to know mine end,and ihe mea- 
ſure of my days what it is, that T 
may know how frail Tam, This 
place is ſtrangely brought to con- 
firm the former Opinion : For the 
Pſalmiſt doth not deſire the know- 
ledge of the Period of his lite ; he 
does not ask when he ſhall dic,on- 
Iy he begs the Divine aid and aſ- 
fiſtance, that he may wiſely im- 
= the ſhort time he hath to 
ive. I cannot ſtand to conſider 

ſuch Texts of Scripture as theſe, 
| which 
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which are no ways acquainted 
with the Doctrine they are. 
brought ro detend.. There is on- 
ly one Text that ſeems to favour 
this Opinion, v7. Job 14. 5; Jee- 
. ing his Days are determined, the 
number of his Months are with 
thee, thou haſt appointed bis 
bounds that he cannot paſs. But 
I have conſidered this all along 
in this Diſcourſe. I confeſs, ſome 
in return to this ſay, that all Jo#'s 
words are not approved of God, 
therefore it is hard to conclude 
any thing from them ; bur this is 
a very inſufficient anſwer. Thar 
which ſatisfieth me is this, that 
7ob here only ſays thar our days 
arc determined, but he ſpeaks no- 
thing how they are determined ; 
now in what ſenſe the Period of 
every Man's lite may be ſaid ro be 
determined, I have alrcady conſt- 
dered, NEE 
Secondly, There we many Ex- 
amples 
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amples in Scripture, which ſhew 
that the Period of every Man's 
Life is bounded and limited by an 
abſolute Decree. The molt re- 
 markable is, that At. 4. 28, Both 
Herod and Pontius 'Pilate, w:th 

the Gentiles and the people of Tſ- 
rael were gathered together for to 
do whatſoever thy hand and uy 
counſel determined before to be 
done + The Scribes and Phariſees 
frequently ſtirred up the multi. 
rude to iy hands upon Ceoriſt, bur 
their endeavours were always 'to 
no purpoſe ; and the accounr the 
Scripture gives for this, is, 4ecauſe 
his hour was not come: In return 
ro this, I ſhall defire it may be 
_confidered, that when we ſay the 
Period of every Man's Life may 
be extended or ſhortned, the mea- 
ning is'not, that it is impoſltble 
that 'it can be otherwiſe : we ne- 
ver doubred but the great Gover- 

nour of the World may make 
| what 
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what referved Caſes he pleaſes 
from the ordinary courſe of 
things ; and no wonder though 
the preſent Cafe, which is upon 
all accounts ſo extraordinary, be 
exempt from "the general Rule ; 
. and for ſuch exempr Caſes, to 
which there ought to be allowance 
made, no reaſonable man can 
think they do any prejudice to 

the thing I have been proving. 
Thirdly, It zs 2 common oprnion, 
that the futurition of things de- 
pend only upon the Divine will ; 
antecedently to which things are 
ently poſſible. In anſwer to which, I 
ealily grant, that there 1s nothing 
that comes to paſs contrary tothe 
Divine will ; the moſt criminal 
actions are ordercd by his Infinite 
Wiſdom ; and permitted ro be. 
Bur yer we have no ground to 
think that he decrees every fu- 
ture ation. Elfſc it were hard to 
vindecate the holineſs' of . God ; 
upon 
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upon which conſideration many 
Learned Men haye been. induced 
ro deny Gods immediate concurr- 
ing with theCrearure in all its ope- 
rations; & yer we need not run our 
ſelves upon this Rock ; for we may 
ſafely enough maintain that the 
Divine will is immediatly cthca- 
tious ; for God who created man 
with a freedom of will , deſigned 
that he ſhould act without con- 
ſtraint, and the reaſon why man 
acts treeiy, is becauſe God wills 
men to act ſo; which plainly dif 
covers, that the moſt contingent 
actions depend immcdiatly upon 

the Divine will. 
. Fourthly, W: can never g:ve 
rational nor ſalisfymg account 
how the Divine knowledg concer- 
neimg the Feriod of Humane Life zs 
infallible and certain, if it be not 
founded upon the (ſure Balis of an 
abſolute decree. This objection I 
have partlyremoved aircady, while 
| I 
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I ſhewed rhat-God' knows whatſo 
ever is-true, becauſe his{cogniſance 
is Infinite';- wherefore tis unred- 
ſonable to think that God: could 
not have-a pcrfe comprehenſion 
of things ;: if he had not deereed 


. them abſolutely. Now ro make 
"this yet-more plain, I ſthall-prove 


by inſtances from Secriprure, - that 
God hath a certain knowledg of 
thoſe things which he never de- 
crecd : as abſolutly future. And 
Firſt, It is a very remarkable in- 
ſtance which we have, - 1, Sam. 
23. 11, 12. where David hearing 


[that Saul was to come to Kerlah, 


he carneſtly beſeecherh God to te} 
him, it -the men of Kezl/ab will de- 
liver him and his men ihto the 
hand of Saul; and if Saul will 
come down. To both which he 
gets this anſwer, That\ Suuk-will 
come down; and that theiKeitites 
will delrver him np.- And yer the 
Event ſhews that none 'bt thoſe 
| . came 
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- came topals, becauſe the fulfijli 
of beth did depend upon Daved; 
ſtaying in Kezlah.” And yer God 
certainly knew, that it David had 
not- departed trom Xe:lah, they 
ſhould have delivered him- into 
the hands of S:nul. And farther 
it-is yery evident,that David was ' 

_ not inquiring what were the pre- 
fent propeniions, and inciinations- 
of the Ke:lites;. bur what thould 
be the event of his ftaying, and 
accordingly he receives an anſwer 
from God. Another Inſtance we 
have 2 Kings, 13. 19. where E- 
kifba the Prophet is very wroth 
with Joaſh King ot Iſrael, becauſe 
he did not ſmite upon the ground 
five or ſix times ; and the reaſon 
the Prophet adds,is, for then hadft 
thou ſmitten Syria till thou hadft 
wr zt. Which makes it as e- 
vident as any thing can be; that 
God foreknew that Joaſb ſhould 
have ſmitten $yr:a till he had con- 
| ſumed 
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ſumed it, if hehad' ſmirren- upon 
the ground five or fix times.” Ir 
were no difficult task ro prove 
this by a multitude of inſtances 
from Scripture, but think I need 
add no more forthe ſatistation of 
conſidering Men ; and for-others; 
a Million of demonſtrations will | 
beurged to no purpoſe. And thus 
I have done with the Second thing 
I propoſed, that God hath not by. 
any abſolute or inconditionateDe- 
cree fatally determined the Period 
of every Mans Life. | 
I proceed to the Third thing pro- 
poſed, namely, whether the Pe- 
riod of every Mans Lite be muta- 
ble. And before I prove it to be 
ſo, I muſt premiſe two cautions. 


% by 
— : 


- "" 
! 


a - OM. M.-: a5. 2 


Firft, when we ſay the Period -of | 
every Mans Lite 1s mutable, we | 
mean no more but that it may'be {| 
ſhortned by our intemperance, or” | d 
neglect of the means ; and be ex-' | - 


rended by our good managery and 
reli- 
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religious manner of living. Second- 
ly, WhenlI ſay the Period of evye- 
ry Mans Life is movcable, the 
meaning is not that it is nc- 
ceſſarily ſo, and that ir cannor be 
otherwiſe ; for this: would nor be 
conſiſtent with our dependent con- 
dition ; therefore there is allow- 
ance tobe made to extraordinary 
caſes. The as of Divine provi- 
dence in the government ot Hu- 
mane affairs, are ſometimes cxtra- 
ordinary, and thereforc it mult be 
left to hisInfiniteWifdom & Gaod-. 
neſs, to make what referved caſes 
he thinks fit from the general rule. 
Yer for ordinary. the Period of 
Humane Life -is mutable. ; and. 
God doth not exclude the power 
of ſecond cauſes in governing the 
World. U | | 
Theſe things being premiſed, I 
doubr-not bur to offer ſuch argu- 
ments for the proof of the muta- 
bility of the Period of cyery Mans 
| I 2 Life. 
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Lite, as ſhall be ſufficient for the 
conviction of any man who is 


. 
A 
oY 


. not blinded by prejudice, or pre- 


pulieticd with ſome contrary no- 


tion. And 


Fiſt, Upon the obſeryance of 


_ the Divine laws, there are .many 
. promiſes in Scripture aſſurirg us of 


length of days; & on the other fide, 
there are many threatnings of cut- 
ing thurt the days of the wicked. 
Thus God promiſes length ot days 
ro obedient Children. Ez od. 20,1 2, 
Henour thy Father and Mother, 
that thy d.iys may be long upenthe 
land, which the Lord thy Gold gt- 
veth thee, Deut. 4. 40. Thou ſhalt 
keep therefore his Siatutes and his 
Commandements which I commund 
thee this day, that it miy go well 
with thee, and with thy Children 
after thee, and that thu mayeſt 
prolong thy days upon the earth, 
which the Lord thy Gud giveth 


thee. And particularly the Lord 
rells 


-A 
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" Tells $Sclumen, 1 Ring. 3. 4. If 
thou wil. wall im my. ways to keep 
my S. 1:1.tes 1nd myComm..ndments, 
as thy fiher Lavid 41d walk, 
then I will liygiten ihy & ys. The 
Plalmiſt cncourageth men to cuns 
ſider the caſe of the puor upon 
this Motive. 7 ſz} 42. 1, 2. Blif- 
e&d is he that conſidereih ihe Tour, 

. + the Lord will preſerve him and 

keep hm alive, Sc. And upon 

- this acount the Wiſe-Man alſo per- 
ſwadeth men to obſerve and kee 
Gods Jaws. #Frov, 3. 1, 2. My 
Sor forget not my I, but let thine 
he wt keep my Comm imnaments : 
for length of diys, and long life, 
and peace ſhall they add to thee. 

How much the obſervance of rhc 
duties of Religion conduce to our 
health, is a thing daily experience 
atteſts; and therefore the Apoſtle 
very excellently exhorts T;mothy, 
zo e: ercaſe h,mlelf inio Godlmels, 
for ut 2s proftable unto all things, 
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having promiſe of the Life that 
1/1109] G TY Jv ire is to 
come, 1 Tim. 4. $. Religion is as 
a bridle to keep men within due 
bounds in their cating and drink- 
ing ; it forbids all manner of ex- 
. ceſs which impares our bodily 
health, and obliges men to make 
uſe of lawful means for thcir pre- 
ſervation and recovery. 1f we con- 
ſult experience, we ſhall find theſe 
ro be the men who for ordinary 
enjoy the longeſt lives : it is true 
ſome good men may be naturally 
of a brittle conſtitution, and others 
God may remove for ſecret ends 
known to himſelf; yet for ordina- 
ry, the Godly man, whoſe natural 
temper is ſtrong, hath the advan- 
tage of the wicked man; and cer- - 
| tainly Religion in its due tendency 
preſcribes the beſt rules for long 
lite. | | | 
As Righteouſneſs tendeth tolife, 

fo he that piirſueth evil (as the 

Wiſe | 
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' Wiſe-Man tells us) purſueth it to 


his own death, Prov. 11. 19. We 
have a large Catalogue of the Pu- 
niſhments int.ited tor ſin, Exod. 
26. Where more particularly z-. 16. 
the Lord threatens to appoznt over 
thoſe who obry not his Laws, terror, 
conſumption, and the burning ague : 
& tharMen may not fooliſhly think 
all theſe are but threatnings which 
God intends not to inflict upon 
poor Man, the Prophet 1[azah tells 
us, if ye refuſe and rebel, ye ſhall 
be devoured with the Sword, tor 
the Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken 
it.I{z. 1. 20.And the wiſe-man con-- 
cluds.it as certain, Prov. 10. 27. 
The years of the wicked ſhall be 
ſhortned : and to conclude, the Pſal- 
milt alſo tells us, 4Joody and deceit- 
ful men ſhall not live out half their 
days. = 55. 23. Which the Poer 
very well exprefleth, | 
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Ad Generum Cereris, ſme cade ac 
{11gume pauci, 

Deſrendunt Reges, et ficca morte 
Tyranm:. X 


And the truth of this may be 
evident likewiſe trom common 
Experience, by which 1t will ap- 
pear, that no men are ſo obnoxious 
to Diſeaſes as the wicked, who 
ſpend their time z#. chamberimg 
and wantonne(s, in riot and ex- 
ceſſs. Who hath woe? who hath 
ſorrow ? who hath wounds with- 
out cauſe ? they that tarry long at 
the wine, Prov. 23. 29, 30. Whar 
the Wiſe-man ſays of one kind of 
Vice,may be ſaid of all, They lead 
down to the Chambers of death, 
Prov. 7. 27. But theſc things are. - 

ſo obvious, that I nced nor ro en- + 
large upon them. I ſhall con- 
clude this Argument with- this 
_ conlideration, that ſince God: Al- 


mighty 
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mighry . promiſes to exrend and 
lengthen out,or prolong their life, 
who walk piouliy and obſerve his 
Sratutes, and threatens to ſhorten 
the days of the wicked, who re- 
fute tro obey his Laws, it cannot 
be rationally imagined that the 
Period of every Man's Lite is ab- 
ſolurely determined. 

AnothcrArgument ro confirm our 
Allertion, may be taken trom the 
pious & devonr pray crs of the righ- 
tcous,and their turning trom their 
ſins by an hearry rep« mance, both 
which conduce to thi lengthening 
out of their days. -] pw &epen- 
tance and Pra\ier togeth-r, be- 
cauſe of thcir near aiſſinity ro one 
another, Now thar buth theſe 
may be the Moral Cauſe of ex- 
tending our Lives, may appear to 
be true from common Experience, 
beſides the many Aſlertions and 
Promiſes in Scripture to this pur- 
poſe.- Firſt, The truth of this 
"EF 
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"may be evident from Experience, 
by which it will appear, that it 
Men had hearkned to Noah's Do- 
Arine, if they had repented of 
their wickedneſs within the ſpace 
allowed ro them, they bb not 
periſhed in the Deluge of Wa- 
rer. Of repenting Nzneve we read, 
That God ſaw their works, that 
they turned from their evil way, 
and God repented of the evil he 
had ſaid that he would do unto 
them, ana he did it nor, Jonah 3. 
1o. It was Hezekiah's Prayers 
and Tears that prolonged his lite. 
Go (faith the Lord to his Prophet 
Tfaiah) and fay to Hezehiah, Thus 
faith the Lord, the God of David 
thy Father, I have heard thy 
4:44 T have ſeen thy tears, be- 
old I will add unto thy days fif- 
teen years, 1{a.38.5. And it Pray- 
er were of no force, to what pur- 
ofe were men ſo carneſt in their 
fckneſs, to beg the prayers of 0- 
thers 
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thers on their behalf. T confeſs 
if the Period of every Mans Life 
were farally determined, our Pray- 
ers ſhould be very needleſs. For 
can we beſo ſenſleſs as to imagine, 
that our Praycrs can move God to 
change hismnalterable Statutes and 
Decrees. | 
' Bur beſides common experience, 
the truth of this is likewiſe atreſt- 
' ed by plain evidences. from Scrip- 
ture. At what inſtant T ſhall ſpeak 
concerning a nation, and concerning 
a kingdom, to pliick up, and to pull 
down, and to deſtroy it : If that 
Nation againſt whom T have pro- 
nounced, turn from their evil, I 
will repent of the evil that I 
thought to do unto them. Aud at 
what inſtant. I ſhall ſpeak concer- 
ning a kingdom to ers it; If it do 
evil in my ſight, that it obey not my 
voice, then will Trepent of the 
good wherewith T ſaid T would be- 
nefit them,. Ter. 18: 7,8, 9, 10. 
, Me- 
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Methinks this is ſo pjain an evi- 
dence ot the efiicacy ot repentance, 
that no reaſonable man can have 
any doubr cuncerning it. Bur alas, 
if God had from the ourgoi:'gs of 
Ercrnity tatally determined the 
deſtruction-of Nationgand King- 
doms by an abſojute and incon- 
ditionate decree, Repentande could 
neycr alter the determination. 

It is the Apoliles advice Jam. 
5. 14. Is ary fuk among you ? 
let him call for the Elders of the 
Church,and let them pray over him. 
I know thcre arc other means to be 
made ule of in order to the procu- 
ring of heaith than repentance and 
prayer, and of theſe we fhall 
ſpeak anon : bur yer this I think 
may be truly ſaid, that ſometimes, 
when all other remedies have been 
either ineffectual or not to be 
had, repentance and prayer have 
done the buſineſs, and compleated 
the cure. And ſwely theſe arc 
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duics prottable ar all rimes. 
1 know the Church cf Rome tell 


us many extravagant Srorics of the 


wonders and miracles that have 


been pertuimed by the prayers of 


Holy Men: thoſe 1 ſhall hor now 
mention, only I ſhall fay, that al 


tho it is not cred:bie that the Pray» 


ers ot Saints upon the Earth, do 
either mitigate and alleviate the 
pains of thoſe that are in Hell; or 
iree them trom that miſerable ſtare, 
(as tome men have contidcntly. e- 
nough reported:) yer it is ſufficient- 
ly credible that zhe effettual fer- 
ven! prayer of the righteous atazl- 
eth much, Jam. 5. 16. ered 

A Third Argument to prove that 
our lives may be extended or ſhorrt- 
ned, may be raken from the uſe of 


_ medicaincents. Common reaſon will 


reach Men, that it is needleſs to 
preſcribe any Medicine to thoſe 
that are dead ; and tru'y the caſe 
would be much alike, if the _— 
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of. every Mans Lite were determi- 
ned by an inconditionate Decree. 
For altho men mighr then make 
_ uſe of medicaments, yet I think I 

may truly ſay that their operation 
ſhould be very ineffeQtual. Bur 
that men may to good purpoſe em- 
ploy the Phyſitian when they are 
lick, and expect by the bleſſing of 
God, benefit by the uſe of Medi- 
caments applied by the arr of 
Phyſick, no reaſonable man can 
doubr. 

Thar the lives of many have 
been lengthned and prolonged by 
the excellent remedies, applied by 
the expert and skilfull Phyſitian; 
1Sa truth ſo obvious ro common 
experience, that I nced not enlarge 
upon ir. And on the other fide, 
how many have died before their 
time, only by their imploying ig- 
norant Phyſitians ! Ir is a famous 
inſtance that we have recorded of 
one Manes, the Father of the Ma- 


nichees; 
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_ richees, who having returned into 
Perſia at that time when the Kings 
Son lay lick of a dangerous diſcaſe,, 
he amongſt many other Phyſitians 
was preſent : all the others plain- 
ly declared that the diſeaſe was 
dangerous ; bur Manes, who was 
only a pretended Phylitian, con- 
fidently deſfircd.that they might be 
all removed, and he would rake 
care of theKings Son,& withal! pro- 
miſed to reſtore him to health in a 
ſhort ſpace : bur the event was 
quite contrary, for within a ſhorr 
time the: Kings Son died ; which 


did fo proyoke the King of Perſia, 


that he inſtantly cauſed Manes to 
be pur ro a miſerable Death. Whar 
miſchief has been done by unskil- 
full Phyfitians, too many fad ex- 
amples do daily atreſt; bur yer if 
the Period: of every Mans Lite 
were determin'd by an,abſolute and 
inconditionate decree,no man could 
blame the ignorant Phylitian, nor 
necds- 
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needs any perſon be troubled it 
they negle& the means; for God 
had determined they ſhould do ſo. 
Which indeed makes Marthas 
fpeech to our Lord Chrilt to be ridi- 
caulous, zf thou hadſt been here my 
Brother had not dicd. 

That N2aman the Syrian ſhould 
waſh himſelf in the River of Jor- 
dan 1feven, times and then be clean 
of his Leproſie, was indeed mira- 
culous : Bur yet it is plain, that if 
he had nor done ſo, his Leproſie 
had remained. - 

Whether that cuſtom in rhe pri- 
mitive Chriſtian Church of anoint- 
ing the ſick with Oyl was miracu- 
lous,or nor, I thall nor diſpute ; but 
this is certain, that it was then a 
mean uſcd for the recovery of the 


Sick. 


There is one objection which 
ſome men very impertinently urge 
ag2inſt whar I have been ſpeaking, 
and that is, A(a his going to =_ 
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# |. Phyſicians, which the Scripture 
xd | feems todifallow. To this I aniwer, 
©. : that King Aſa is not theretore re- 


1s prehended, becauſe te asked advice 
li- ; of the Phyſitians, but becauſe he 
Ly truſted only. in- them, and ſought 

not the Lord: as+it is very: plain 


Id from 2 Chron, 16. 12. And ſure 
#- | no reaſonable man will have any 
in doubr bur this was a very culpable 
a- negle& in Aſ7. | 
if Fourthly, Nothing is more evi- 
ie dent than that there are ſeyeral 
things which have a Phyſical cfh- 
ri- cacy in the ſhortning of Mens lives; 
t- as ai] kinds of excels, namely im- 
u- moderate eating and drinking ; all 
ut inordinare paſlions of mind, Sc. 
FE: as alſo the bad and unwholeſome 
1C conſtiturion of a Kingdom, 


| on the other (ide, there are many 

ch | things which effcQtually conduce 
ge | to the lengthning of our days; 
namely all kind of moderation and 
temperance ; the whoiſomaneſs - 
the 
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the rcgion wherein we. live, and 
our good managery. Whar kind 
of pertons are thoſe who tor ordiy 
nary live Jongeſt ?,.are they nat 
thoſe who carctully moderate their 
ſenſual appetites, and who govern 
their paiions, ard who live in the 
wholcſomeit places ? We common- 
Iy fay that Men who live in a Po- 
pulous City are fſhorter-lived than 
thoſe who hve in the'Country. 1 
have already ſhewed how ſome vi- 
ces in their proper tendency ſhor-. 
ten Mens Lives, and thar in ſome 
Nations and Kingdoms men live 
much !onger than in. others : all 
which methinks plainly rells us the 
Period of every Mans Lite is not 
Faral but Murtable, according as 
men are carctul or negligear of 
themſelves. -- 

I ſhall only add another condefira+ 
ble argument, and fo draw this diſ- 
courſe to a concluſion, And that is; 


don't we -evidently perevive that 
many 
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' - many men had lived longer it 
| * they had norwretchedly» and 
, } unreaſonably expoſed themſelves 
LT } ro'danger; and is it not evident 
cr } that many Millions who have di- 
x ed in battle would have had their 
e 'days prolonged if they had never 
= * deſcended into battle ? That God 


z- hach trom the outgoings of Eter- 
n nity by an abſolute and incon- 
I :' dinionate decree determined both 
be: the time and manner of every 
r-. + mans death, this is more than we 
a ; can learn from Revelation; and 
ve- | methinks ir is very inconſiſtent 
all and irreconcilable with thoſe many 
he | pain rexts that ſhew'ir is lawful 
ot } in timect eminent danger to flee 
as * for our fafery, in time of Famine, 
of } and when any cgregious' con- 
| tagion,ſuch as the Pettilence,ſpread- 
ri> } eth inany place. How many Hun- 


liſl- |} dreds prolonged their lives by their 
is, {| flightfrom battle? If P2224 and 
hat his Men had remained in Xe//2+ ir 
ny | | 6. Is 


. 2 
-- 
- "P = 


134 Of the Periud 


is certain they ſhould have been 
delivered up into the hands of S$u/;” 
and what the Event ſhoul\l have 
been we may eaſily conjefture, it 
God by a ſpecial providence had 
not-interpoſed tor their ſatery. But 
beſides the many intiances we 
might produce, we have a politive 
precept to flec from any eminent 
danger, Mat. 10. 23. When they 
perſerute you 1m this City flee mio 
another. Which plainly ſhews thar 
this is a lawtul means ot prolong- 
ing cur lives in ſuch caſes. Itis | 
a notable inſtance we have, Jer. 
25. 18 Thus ſaith the Lord, behold 
T ſet before you the way of life, and 
the way of death: be that abideth 
in this (ity ſhall dye by the Sword, 
and by the Famine,and by the Peſt:- 
lence : but he that goeth out and 
falleth tothe Chaldeans that brfiege |, 
 wou, he ſhall true, and his life hall X 
he unto him for a prey. Which | 
place plainly ſhews;,thar God-had | 
nor 
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- not decrecd thePeriod of theirLives 


by any inconditionate decree ; 
for the means borh of prolonging 
and of cutring ſhort their Lives, 
are pur in their choice. And this 
is all that I ſhall ſay ro the Third 
thing I propoſed to ſpeak, concer- 
ning rhe mutrability of the Pe- 
riod of every Mans Lite for ordi- 
nary. | 
All that now remains is to con- 
clude with ſome practical refticCti- 
ons upon what hath been ſaid. And 
fi-ſt, whatever debates there 
may be concerning the Period of 
eyery Maas Lite, yet there 1s no 
doubr but Mans Lite hath a Period. 
It is appointed for all men once 
to dye, and from this warefare there 
is no diſcharge. Pray ' what is be 
come of all choſe who lived in for- 
mer ages ? have they not gone the 
way of all living ? and ſhall we 
think to ſhun the approach of this 


' Jafſt Enemy may not the multi- 
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lied experiences we have of other 

lens tiailry & mortality, convince 
us that we are brittle, and muit 
return to the duſt? we are of the 
like coniiiturion that they were of, 
and we cannot expe@ to be other- 
wiſe dealt with, What man as he 
thu lwwech and ſhall not ſee death? 
and yet many men live as uncon- 
corned as 1t they had the perperuiry 
of their beings enſured to them, 
and had roncluded an 1greement 
with Teath, and had ſecret in- 
tcIizence with the Grave. 

It is truly a buſineſs worthy to 
be regrated that men who are liv- 
ing, as it were in the Houſe of 
mourning, daily viſited with pains 
and diſcaſes, and have no promiſe, 
at lcaſt, tor one moments'ſccuriry, 
yet live unconcerncd and never 
mind thoſe pleaſurcs. Tr was in- 
deed a praiſeworthy and commen- 
dable cuitom amongſt the Jews, to 
build their Sepulchers if their _ 

ens 
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19. 4:.) that ſoin the! midſt of 
their picalures, they might be- 
hold Monuments of their morta- 
tity, -, | 
Truly it we did frequently me- 
ditare upon our ſatter end, we 
ſhould live more like Chriſtians 
than we now do. 'The end hath 
hath a very great intiuence upon . 
mens endcavours ; hence is that 
general Ma»im, Fins ultimus 
preſcribit regulis totzus wite, And 
it ſeems that the Pſalmiſt upon this 
account pea Ss, Lord make me know 
mine end, and the meaſure of my 
d ws, that I may know how frail 
T am. It is not to be doubted 
but we ſhould order our conver- 
ſation aright, if wc had this con- 
ſideration in our view, We ſhould 
have but low and contemprible 
thoughts of the perithing pleaſures 
which we now ſo much delight ig. 
Then we ſhould be-argued out of 
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our tolly in ſpending+ our years 
as a talc thar is told. | 

It is threatncd as a fad Plague ro 
the oppreſfour, hat the number of 
his wears are hidden from him, 
Job. 15. 20. He is a perſon that 
never conſiders that his appoint- 
ed time approacherh, and thar 
God wili bring h;n into the Grave, 
the place appointed tor all living : 
and it is laid down as the cauſe 
why Teruſulem came down wow- 
derfullv, that ſhe remembred not 
hey laſt end. T am. 1. 9. And truly 
ir may be alo reckoned as the 


cauſe why Chriſtians live ſo con- 


trary to the commendable rules 


of the Goſpel they profeſs. If we 


did but entertain ſomewhat more 
familiar thoughts of our appoin- 
'red time, we could not bur reci- 
fy thoſe abuſes we are guilty of. 
'Bur alas, all the paſſages of our 
time are filled up with cares abour 
things thar periſh; we can walk 

ro 
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to the- Graye with our friends, 
whom we once loved as intiely 
as our own lives, and rcap as 
little advamiage by their death as 
if we had never been acquainted 
with them, neyer remembring, 
that we muſt go 10 them bu they 
Cannot reli!rn io us. 
But Secondly, although the Pe 
_ rjod of every Mans I 1ic is fixed 
in reſpe& of the Divine toreknow- 
ledg, yet to us it is unceriamn ; We 
know not when ihis Enemy may 
ſurpriſe us. Of this we may fay 
what our Lord Chriſt ſaith of the 
day of judgment, but of thit dw 
and hour we know not. When we 
leait ſuſpe& its approach it may 
call us to go hence and be no mere. 
How many millions of ſtrange and 
unexpected accidents attend us ? 
the Fefiilence walketh im dark- 
meſs, and Deftruttion waiteth at 
noont-d.iy, aſtoniſhing diſpenſations 
may allarm us by night, and the 
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devouring Arrow flecth by day, 
Pſal. 91. 5. 6. When we go a- 
broad, we cannot promiſe to our 
ſelves a ſate return, and at home 
when we put off our cloths, we 
cannot tell if we thall ever pur 
them on again : the Grave is al- 
ways ready for us, Whar ſtrange 
kind of unknown diſeaſes doth 
_ our age produce, from which we 
cannot promiſe to our ſelves any 
exemption ? We live amongſt cru- 
el and mad Men, and do we know 
but thoſe Beaſts of prey may de- . 
vour us ? When we look for peace, 
deſtrution- may come. This was 
the Rich Mans Fate, who while 
he was promiſing himſelf reſt for 
many days, that ”—_ nicht his 
Sout was required of him. We 
are always apt to put the thoughts 
ot this day far from us ; when 
. we enjoy health we never think of 
any change, and that ſickneſs 
may ſcir upon -us and pur a ” 
ri0 
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riod to our lives. We live indeed 
ar a great deal of uncertafhty ; 
man.alſy tnceth not his time, as 
the Fiſhes that are tihen m an 
ecil Net, and as the Birds that 
are. caught im the ſnare : ſo are 
the ſons of men ſnared im an evil 
time, when it falleth ſuddenly upon 
them, Ecci:9. 12, We look upon 
Death as the unfaithtul Servant. 
did upon his Maſters coming, 
we think Death doth d«/ wv ws 
comz1ig ; but it we were nct tools 
we fſhouid a'ways realize the 


| quickneſs: of ts approach. ' May 


be we are young and 1irung, how 
many ſuch have been called away - 
in the morning ot their ag” ? Go 
too new ( aiih the Apolile Fimes) 
ye thit [iy to diy or ro mourrow 
we will go into ſuch a Cy and 


continue there a year, hd buy and © 


ſell and get gun; whereas ye 
know not what ſhall 6e on the 
morrow, Jam, 4. 13. 14. Alas 

our 
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eur days at beſt are bur labour 
and forrow, for they arc ſoon cut 
off, and we flee away. When a 
few years are gone, we muſt go 
the way of all tieſh: and yer up- 
on the happy improvyment of this 
depends our eyerlaſting happineſs 
or miſery ; for there 75 no work, 
nor device, nor knowledg, nor wi|- 
dom, in the Grave whither we are 
going, Eccl. 9. 10. 
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